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in 1958 a new and enlarged edition of the Linear B 
lets found at Mycenae was prepared by a team of 
llaborators under the editorship of FE. L. Bennett, 
, and published with the title 7he Mycenae Tablets 
by the American Philosophical Society as Part 1 of 
lume 48 of its 7ransactions. But in the same year 
rther excavation at Mycenae added to the tablets 
own from this site, and although news of the two 
jor tablets was published by Sp. Marinatos, a 
detailed edition and commentary on all the new frag- 
ents was needed. Moreover, further finds in 1960 
d 1961 increased the need for a new publication. 
\ccordingly an approach was made to the American 
?hilosophical Society, which has once again very 
venerously agreed to publish the new material in the 


same format as the old. 


Lhe Mycenae Tablets III is a supplement to My- 

nae Tablets I], and does not in any way replace the 
earlier volume. It contains full reports by the archae- 
ologists concerned on the buildings in which the new 
tablets were found, and their texts with transcription 
and commentary. An appendix deals with some Linear 
signs incised or painted on pottery from the neighbor- 


ing site of Tiryns. 
The arrangement differs slightly from 


/ablets II, partly owing to the different circumstances 
of discovery, partly because in a smaller publication 
a little less elaboration® may be acceptable. The 
archaeological commentaries stand first. Then the 
photographs of the tablets follow in a single section, 
after which is placed the text and commentary, and 
finally the paleographic notes. The text section con- 
sists of, for each tablet, first a drawing, then a trans- 





PREFACE 





cription into Roman characters, then a commentary. 
What is lost by this arrangement is the version of the 
text in normalized Linear B characters; but since the 
drawing stands on the same page, this will make it 
easy for readers to see the lay-out and nature of the 
original. Restorations are of course confined to the 
version in roman script. 

I am very much indebted to all concerned for their 
collaboration in the preparation of this edition. It 
has not been easy for the various authors, amid the 
press of more important business, to produce the ap- 
propriate text and photographs. We have had the 
expert assistance of Mr. Charles Kk. Williams, of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in the preparation of 
plans and sections. Plan V is reproduced from the 
Mycenae Guide by H. Wace and C. K. Williams. I must 
in particular record our gratitude to Dr. N. Verdelis, 
Ephor of Antiquities for the Argolid, for allowing us 
to publish in this way the material under his charge; 
the tablets included in this book are at present in 
Navplion Museum. His section was written in Greek, 
and has been translated into English by the editor. 

Our thanks are also due to the Director-General of 
the Greek Archaeological Service, the Archaeological 
Society of Greece, Bollingen Foundation, and all 
others who by grants or in other ways supported the 
excavations which produced these tablets. It is our 
hope that the success achieved so far will emphasize 
the need for further exploration of this and other 
Mycenaean sites in search of more written material. 


Cambridge, England 
January, 1962 
JoHN CHADWICK 
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THE WEST HOUSE 


NICHOLAS M. VERDELIS 


Ephor of Antiquities, Navplion Museum, Athens, Greece 


[HE Mycenaean house published here was dis- 
covered in 1958 in the course of works undertaken to 
widen the road leading to Mycenae. It lies near the 
three others which were excavated some years before 
by Wace, close to the tomb of Klytaemnestra, or more 
exactly, alongside and west of the ‘‘House of the Oil 
Merchant,”’ from which it is divided by a narrow road 
1.70 m. wide. Because of its position in relation to 
this house, it was given the name of ‘‘West House.”’ 

[he West House has the same orientation and ap- 
proximately the same extent as the other neighboring 
houses (see plan I), and, like them, its foundations are 
built directly on native rock. Since its length is the 
same as that of the House of the Oil Merchant, it was 
thought at first by some not to be an independent 
building, but simply its westward extension. This con- 
jecture, combined with the new fragments of inscribed 
tablets added by the excavation, led to the renewal of 
the theory previously expressed,' that the buildings 
discovered in this area were appendages of the royal 
palace, used as royal archives and workshops.” Mean- 
while the completion of the excavation in succeeding 
years revealed that it was an independent building, 
particularly in view of the existence of a road between 
it and the House of the Oil Merchant. Thus the addi- 
tion of one more building to the preceding three 
strengthens still further the view of Wace, that all the 
buildings in this area, except possibly the House of 
Shields, are private dwellings, which, because of their 
dimensions and the richness of the finds in them, must 
have belonged to wealthy aristocratic families of 
M ycenae.* 

Che road between our West House and the House 
of the Oil Merchant had been filled up to a certain 
level with transported earth, while its floor was com- 
posed of hard plaster, as a small section preserved 
towards the northern end showed (fig. 1). To contain 
the fill of the road a retaining wall had been built 
as an extension of the northern foundation of the 
House of the Oil Merchant. This wall, which is 
orzanically bonded with this house, extends up to 
w thin a few centimeters of the east wall of the West 
House (see fig. 1).4 The relationship of this retaining 





See Wace, A. J. B., in Mycenae Tablets II, 3, note 5. 

See Marinatos, Sp., Baowdixa pupeveta xai apxeia ev Muxnvass, 
ll axrexa ris "Axadnuias 'AOnvaev 33, 161 ff., 1958. 

See Mycenae Tablets II, 3-4. 

A second transverse wall between the two houses was con- 
st: ucted towards the southern part of the road, which | formerly 
thought blocked the road. It was on the basis of this opinion of 
line that the first plan of the excavation, which has been re- 
peitedly published, was executed (see Orlandos, A., 16 “Epyov ris 
"Avxaodoyexfs ‘Erapeias, 1959, 101; Bulletin de Correspondance 
Hellénique 84, Chroniques, 682, 1960; A private house dis- 


= 


wall to the two foundations on either side proves that 
the West House was built first, a conclusion which 
emerges more clearly from other facts which we shall 
see below. 

Like the three neighboring houses, the present 
house was destroyed by a violent fire, the traces of 
which were more noticeable in the western sector of 
the house. Its position was subsequently occupied by 
later constructions, the foundations of which were for 
the most part carried down to native rock. Thus in 
addition to the first destruction the subsequent use 


covered at Mycenae, Archaeology 14: 13, 1961. But after the 
completion of the excavation of the whole area, | believe rather 
that this foundation too constitutes a retaining wall for the road, 
which was thus not blocked at the point mentioned, but extended 
further to the south, perhaps along the whole length of the 
House of Sphinxes, as the adjoined plan I shows. 





1. The road between the two houses (a: east wall of the 
West House. b: west wall of the House of the Oil Merchant. 
c: retaining wall of the road. d: floor of the road made of 
hard plaster. e: later foundation.) 
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Fic. 2. General view from the east of the houses at the start of the excavation of the West House. The old road runs between then ind 
the new road, then in course of construction, above. 
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o| the site disturbed the strata, with the result that 
in places, especially in the southeastern sector of the 
house, we find the foundations now out of place, 
w ich makes it difficult to establish exactly the original 
piin of the house. For this reason it is impossible to 
fix with certainty the position of the main entrance, 
which must, however, in any case have been on its 
east wall, since nothing else could account for the 
existence of the road between the two houses. Another 
secondary entrance appears to have existed on the 
south side of the house, leading directly into the 
corridor which extended in front of the service 
quarters. 

In its internal arrangement the West House re- 
sebles the two adjacent houses, those of the Oil 
\lerchant and the Sphinxes. Like those, it is divided 
lengthwise into two sections, an eastern and a western. 
lt must be observed here that, since the eastern sec- 
tion lay originally under the old tarmac road, it was 
necessary to re-align this slightly further west (see 
plan Il and fig. 2). In this way it was possible to 
excavate completely not only the West House but also 
the House of the Oil Merchant and the House of the 
Sphinxes, the western sections of which had previously 
been inaccessible, since they were covered by the 
road actually in use. 

The eastern section of the house, which suffered 
the greatest damage as the result of the later use of 
the site, comprised the megaron, which in accordance 
with local design is made up here too of the porch or 
stoa in front and two rooms opening out of each other, 
a prodomos and the megaron proper or house (fig. 3). 
The stoa must originally have presented to view the 
usual two columns, no trace of which, however, was 
observed on the corresponding foundation, as it had 
been almost completely destroyed by the subsequent 
constructions. The transverse walls of the megaron 
are preserved only up to the level of the rough course 
ol the foundations, and consequently it proved impos- 
sible to determine the exact position of the connecting 





Fic. 3. The megaron of the house from the north. 
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Fic. 4. The retaining wall at the western end of the road between 
the House of the Oil Merchant and the House of Shields. 
At the foot of the foundation is the outlet of the drain dis- 
covered in the inner room of the megaron of the West House. 


doors between the roonis; there is, however, no doubt 
that they were situated in the middle of the dividing 
walls. It is also very likely that, as in other examples, 
there was here too an entrance on the left side of the 
porch, through which the megaron communicated 
with the service quarters of the house. 

No trace of the floor of the megaron was preserved, 
as it had been destroyed by the erection of the later 
buildings. Whether the megaron had also an upper 
storey cannot be stated with certainty. However, the 
excessive thickness of the foundations and the exist- 
ence of a staircase between it and the terrace (see 
below) constructed on the west make this suggestion 
very probable. In this case the staircase must have 
led in a broken line from the passage in front of the 
service quarters and the terrace formed at the north 
end to the vestibule of the upper room, which in 
accordance with Homer’s description of the palace of 
Ithaca must have been used as the women’s quarters.’ 


cf. also 


>See Od. XVIII. 206; XIX. 600; XXI. 5; XXIII. 85; 
Wace, A. J. B., Mycenae, 92-93, Princeton, 1949. 
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Fie. 10. 
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Fie. 12. 


12. Terracotta figurines of the archaic and early classical periods found in the prodomos of the megaron of the West House. 
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Fic. 13. The outfall of the drain at the south end of the house. 


In the middle of the room which constitutes the 
megaron proper is a small drain (see fig. 3), the outlet 
of which is underneath the retaining wall which 
bounds the western edge of the road running between 
the House of the Oil, Merchant and the House of 
Shields (fig. 4). This retaining wall too is bonded at 
the south into the north wall of the House of the Oil 
Merchant, and it is certain that it is contemporary 
with the building of that house. The gap left in it to 
serve as outlet for the drain of the West House is yet 
another proof that our house was constructed earlier 
than the House of the Oil Merchant. 

Near the southwest corner of the antechamber were 
found the clay objects shown in figures 5-12; they 
date to the end of the sixth and beginning of the fifth 
centuries B.c.; and on the opposite side of the same 
room was found the head in figure 5 (left), which must 
be dated to the seventh century B.c. Taking into 
account the religious nature of these objects, we must 
conclude that throughout the archaic era the site of 
the destroyed Mycenaean megaron was used for 
religious purposes. 

In front of the stoa of the megaron stretched a large 
paved court. Although the later constructions built 
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on top caused serious changes to its original shape. so 
that it is now difficult to determine accurately where 
it ended to the south, it seems, however, fairly cert iin 
that it occupied all the southern area of the house. as 
shown in plan I. 

A large drain runs the length of the court (igs, 
13-14) ; starting from the southwest end it runs north 
as far as the south side of the stoa of the megaron: 
from there it turns east and passing underneath the 
road continues into the area of the House of the (il 
Merchant, where its course was attested up to the 
west end of the so-called ‘‘terrace-wall.’’® The con- 
tinuation of the drain outside the limits of the House 
of the Oil Merchant constitutes the most telling 
demonstration of the difference in time between the 
two houses, as set out above. A short distance from 
the place where it turns east, the drain forms a second 
branch in a westerly direction, which ends up in front 
of the entrance of the room used as a kitchen. 

The sides of the drain are carefully constructed, its 
bottom being formed by the native rock, apart from 
the branch which ends in front of the kitchen, the 
bottom of which is paved with slabs. The section of 
the drain which runs eastward is covered with large 
unworked stones, but the remainder has no covering 
slabs and it is questionable whether it was ever 
covered in. 

Inside the drain and in the region where the two 
branches meet many household vessels were found, 
on the surface of which lay a thick layer of oxidation 
formed by the dirty water thrown away from the 
kitchen. In the region of the eastward turn a body had 
been buried in Hellenistic times. 

In addition to this Hellenistic tomb, three other 


6 In our latest excavation during the past summer (1962) along- 
side and to the east of the House of the Oil Merchant, the outfall 
of the drain was discovered to the south of and close to the central 
entrance of the house; this, which is another discovery of this 
season, takes the form of a loggia. 





Fic. 14. The main limb of the drain together with the bra ich 
which turns westwards (towards the kitchen). 
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i mbs of the same date were discovered further south, 
ving the same orientation as the preceding one, 
it is, from west to east and with the head of the 

corpse placed towards the west. These tombs lay 

|.tween the road and the east wall of the house, 
ich as a result suffered complete destruction at 
ese points. A little further south two other tombs 
re found under the paving of the court in hollows 
in the native rock, containing a few remnants of 
bones and very small fragments of pottery, which 
belonged rather to the last part of the Middle Helladic 
period, 
lhe western section of the house was preserved in 
better condition than the eastern, since the area had 
been less used in later times. It comprised a series of 
rooms ranged along the western side of the house. 





Late Helladic I house 
discovered south of the West House. 
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i. 16. The first three rooms from the south of the western sector 
of the house at the start of the excavation. 
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Fic. 17. The entrance to the first three rooms. At the point marked 


‘ with a cross the stone base for the pivot of the door. 


In front of the rooms ran a narrow corridor, through 
which they communicated. For the whole extent 
where it ran alongside the court, the corridor was not 
separated from it by a wall, and it was roofed in 





Fic. 18. The third room towards the north. A: the semicircular 
hollow (hearth) in front of the opening in the wall. B: hole 
for fixing the wooden jamb, inside which were preserved 
clear traces of carbonized wood. T': Stone base for the pivot 
of the door. 









Fic. 19. The base for the pivot of the door in the third room. 


this section too. As said above, an entrance at the 
south end of the house gave direct access to it from 
outside. The road leading to this entrance passed 
above the ruins of an older house dated to the Middle 
Helladic III to Late Helladic I period (fig. 15). 

The walls of the rooms of the western sector were 
constructed of small stones up to a height of about 
1 m., and then continued upwards with brick strength- 
ened with timbering. The impressions of one of the 
beams of the timbering were preserved on the layer 
of clay on top of the eastern wall of the first room 
in the series. The surface of the walls was covered with 
plaster. The floor of the rooms was laid with the 
vellowish earth known from the neighboring site as 
‘Plesia.’”’ The walls of the west side of the rooms 
rested on the native rock which rises behind them. 

The first three rooms shared an entrance on the east 
side of the central room, which thus served as a kind 
of antechamber for the two on either side (fig. 16). 
The door of the entrance opened inwards from the left, 
as is shown by the position of the stone base on which 
the pivot turned (fig. 17). The threshold was of wood, 
to judge by the traces of fire left on the floor. The 
thresholds of the remaining rooms were also of wood, 
except for the room used as a kitchen, where the 
threshold was made up of two stone slabs. The jambs 
of the doors were also wooden, as shown by the traces 
preserved on the right of the entrance to the third 
room (fig. 18). There does not seem ever to have been 
a door between the antechamber and the first room, 
but they were perhaps divided by a simple curtain. 
On the contrary, at the entrance to the third room 
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the existence of a door, here too opening inwards 1» 
the left, is guaranteed by the presence of a sto: 
base on which the pivot turned (fig. 19). 

_In the southwest corner of the first room of the seri: s 
there was a slight rise in the floor, approximately 3 1. 
long, 0.75 m. wide, and 0.10 m. high (fig. 20). Near io 
it and roughly in the middle of the room were foun:, 
under the ruins of the destruction, a number of con:- 
plete vessels of luxury ware (figs. 21-29) and a qua 
tity of sherds of similar vessels, while at a short di: 
tance south of this point were found the tablets pul) 
lished under the numbers 651-657 (only the upp: 
piece of the last), 658, 660-661, and 663. The lower 
piece of No. 657 was found in front of the central 
entrance to the three rooms, while Nos. 659 and 662 
were found a long way from the position described 
above, on top of the later wall which stands in the 
southwest corner of the fifth of the series of rooms 
(fig. 30). If the tablets were originally placed on the 
raised portion of the floor of the first room, which 
would thus have served as the archive room of the 
house, the discovery of the last two pieces at such a 
great distance, and immediately underneath the 
superficial earth, shows that, after the destruction of 
this Mycenaean house by fire, the material was 
stirred up by various means in later times. 

In the northwest corner of the second room were 
found two unpainted craters, surrounded by stones 
and placed one upon the other (fig. 31). Both were 
filled with yellowish earth (Plesia), which was prob- 
ably used for renewing the floor from time to time, 





Fic. 20. A view from the northeast of the western sector of the 
house in the first stage of excavation with the first thre 
rooms from the south. The raised part of the floor of the fir 
room is in the area marked with a cross. 
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Fic. 26. 





Fic. 22. 





Fic. 27. 
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Fic. 23. Fir. 28. 





Fic. 29. 


Fics. 21-29. Vessels from the first room. 








Fic. 30. The western sector of the house. The last two tablets were 
found at the point marked by a cross. 





Fic. 31. The middle room with the two craters in the 
northwest corner, 


or according to the suggestion made verbally to me 
by Mr. Marinatos for the making of stoppers for 
stirrup-jars, like those which accompany the jars 
found in the House of the Oil Merchant. 

The third room (fig. 32) was used as a store, since 
in the middle of it lay fragments of an outsize pithos 
(fig. 33), which most probably contained olive oil, 
to judge by the especial oiliness which the traces of 
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fire present in this room. At the east end of the nor 
wall a small opening was formed, behind which was 
hearth situated exactly to the left of the entrance 

the next room. In front of the opening was a shallo 
semicircular pit (fig. 34, cf. also fig. 18), which co 





Fic. 32. The third room after it had been cleared. 





Fic. 33. The outsize pithos found in the third room. 
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ta ned small pieces of charcoal mixed with ash and a 
very few small fragments of pots. From this we can 
driw the conclusion that the opening in the wall 
se ved to supply air to the hearth (‘‘to make the fire 
driw’’), and the pit in front served to catch the re- 
mins of the fire, thus providing at the same time for 
the heating of the room. 

he next room was longer and narrower than the 
preceding ones, and was certainly used as a kitchen, 
since (a) to the left of and in front of the entrance lay 
the above-mentioned hearth, on the floor of which 
were still preserved carbonized logs of wood (fig. 35) ; 
from the layer above the logs were concentrated frag- 
ments of unpainted burnt vessels, which have not vet 
been studied, a few remnants of bones of small 
animals (goats and sheep) and a very few carbonized 
seeds of vetch type.’ (6) Inside the same room were 
found many vessels for exclusively domestic use 
(figs. 36-39), among which special mention should be 
made of an unpainted amphora of large dimensions 
(fig. 40) containing a fair amount of carbonized seeds 
similar to those collected above the hearth. The west 
side of the room was in the southern half built by 
walling, while its northern half was composed of the 
native rock; in the hollows formed at the foot of the 
rock were found packed together many of the vessels 
mentioned above (figs. 41-44). Similar vessels were 
also found in other parts of the room, and inside a 
shallow rectangular depression formed alongside the 
west wall and on the axis of the entrance (fig. 45; 
see also fig. 41). 


| do not think any doubt can exist about the identification of 
this structure as a hearth following the observations described 
above, which were made during its careful clearing, at which 
Professor Mylonas was present on my invitation; he agreed that 
it really was a hearth. Similar hearths occur elsewhere, especially 
in Crete, and I need only refer to a convenient example in house B 
at Prasa near Herakleion; see Platon, N., 'Avacxady) Murwikav 
oixcav eis IIpaca ‘HpaxXeiov, Ipaxrixa ras &v 'AOnvacs "ApxacodoytKhs 
‘Eratpeias, 1951, 252, fig. 5, and 256. 





I 34. The opening in the wall to admit air to the hearth, and 
the semicircular pit behind it. 
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Fic. 35. The hearth with the logs of wood on it. 


The east wall of this room was resting on a trans- 
verse foundation composed of large stones and belong- 
ing to an older building, perhaps contemporary with 
the Middle Helladic 11I—Late Helladic I house dis- 
covered to the south of the West House; similar small 
remains of foundations of the same date attested in 
other parts of the West House, as well as various holes 
cut in the native rock especially in the area of the 
prodomos of the megaron (fig. 46), show that almost 
the whole site occupied by the West House was in- 
habited earlier, from approximately the end of the 
Middle Helladic period. On the subject of the same 
east wall, it should be added that this was not pre- 
served intact in its original form, but it underwent 
clumsy alteration in later times at least at the northern 
end, where it forms a small turn to the east, allowing 
the plaster of the original face to be seen inside 
(fig. 47). 

The next room was of square shape. Its west and 
north walls were up to a certain height formed of 
native rock suitably cut away. The plaster which 
covered the surface of these walls was thicker than 
usual, and consequently broke off more easily when 
the house was destroyed. Inside this room were found 
many high-stemmed kylixes (fig. 48) and a stirrup-jar 
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Fic. 38 








Fic. 36. Fic. 39. 





Fics. 3640, Household pottery from the kitchen. 
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Fic. 42. Fic. 44. 


Fics. 41-44. The places where the vessels were found packed together in the kitchen. 


{ coarse fabric and large dimensions, bearing painted above which lay a tomb of a woman of the latest 
igns on the front (fig. 49). In front of and to the left Hellenistic period (fig. 50). 

{ the entrance lay a deep pit cut out of native rock, The adjacent space to the north formed by leveling 
elonging to later times; before the end of the Hellen- the native rock lay about 1 meter higher than the floor 
istic period this had already been covered with earth, of the nearest rooms (fig. 51). On its southeast side 











1G. 45. Shallow depression in the floor in front of the 
west wall of the kitchen. 


Fic. 46. Holes in the native rock in the area of the 
prodomos of the megaron. 


there are holes cut in the rock (fig. 52) which belong 
to the staircase mentioned above, which leads to the 
upper storey of the megaron. This space probably 
remained permanently open and served as a kind of 
terrace for the house. 

In the sector of the passage corresponding to the 
first room from the south were found on the floor a 
number of pieces of wall-paintings, mostly mono- 
chrome, but a very few with drawings, as illustrated 
in figures 53-54. Seeing that similar pieces were not 
found inside the area of the adjacent room, it follows 
that only the side of its east wall facing the passage 
was adorned with wall-paintings; and this is quite 
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Fic. 47. The east wall of the kitchen. 
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Fic. 48. Kvlixes from the fifth room towards the north. 


natural when we reckon that the entrance at the 
south end of the house leads into that part of the 
passage. In the same position and on the line of the 
foundation that marks the eastern boundary of the 
passage the vessel shown in figure 55 was found under 
the floor. At this point the foundation was missing 
and the trench in which the jar was found was filled 
with small stones. The remaining extent of the corridor 
to the north was covered by the ruins of the roof 
and the adjacent walls, which had been converted by 
the fire into a dense and formless mass. 

The western section of the house, apart from the 
three rooms and the southern half of the fourth, the 
site of which was not used again later, resembled the 
eastern in that the remaining space to the north had 
been occupied by later buildings. Considerable dis- 
turbance of the strata, therefore, occurred here too, 
making it difficult to deduce from the remains firm 
conclusions with regard to the exact height of this 
sector of the house. But we can conclude from the first 
three rooms, which were less disturbed, that the whole 
western sector of the house lacked a second story. 
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s not known whether the roof was pitched or 
but it is certain in any case that it included the 
ridor, being supported at the east all along the 
rt on wooden columns, as is still the practice today 
emporary buildings in the villages. In this way the 
iwater from the roof could be channeled into the 
in which crosses the court by means of pipes, which 
st have terminated in the area where the drain 
harges to the south and at the west end of its 
nsverse branch in front of the kitchen. 
t has already been stated at the beginning that 





Fic. 50. Vessels from the burial in the pit found 
in front of the fifth room. 





this, like the three adjacent houses, was destroyed 
by a violent fire, which occurred here too before the 
end of the Late Helladic III B period. But the con- 
struction of this house was slightly earlier than that 
of the House of the Oil Merchant, as was proved by 
the observations made above on the basis of certain 
constructional details, and the same is shown by the 
pottery collected in this excavation. Taking into 
account the fact that the House of the Oil Merchant 
was somewhat earlier than the House of Sphinxes, the 
date of the construction of which is fixed in the middle 





Fic. 51. The terrace formed at the northwest end of the house, 
visible towards the back of the picture. 





Fic. 52. Holes cut in the native rock at the east end of the terrace 
for the erection of a staircase. 


















Fic. 53. 


ae 


Fic. 54. 


Fics. 53-54. Fragments of wall-painting from the 
corridor of the house. 


of the Late Helladic III B Period,*® the construction 
of the House of the Oil Merchant must in these 
circumstances be dated between the first and second 
quarters of the thirteenth century B.c., and that of the 
West House at:the beginning of the thirteenth century, 
that is, contemporary with the House of Shields. 

The houses discovered on the site in question, taken 
together with all the others which have previously 
come to light at other points outside the acropolis 
confirm the correctness of the observation of Tsountas, 
that the inhabitants of Mycenae lived outside the 


8 See Wace, Elizabeth, Mycenae Tablets IT, 11. 
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Fic. 55. Vessel from the corridor of the house. 





Fic. 56. Terracotta figurines from the West House. 








& ® ] 
Fic. 57. Buttons from the West House. 


acropolis on the surrounding ridges in small hamlets 
or groups of houses, which remained unfortified and 
were probably each inhabited by a single clan, that is, 
by a number of families descended from the same 
ancestor and consequently kinsfolk.’ It was precisely 
this observation that Wace invoked’ to counter the 
argument that these buildings were appendages of tl 
royal Palace; and judging further by their size an 


%See Tsountas, Chr., Muxfvac xai puxnvaios modtiticpods, 21; « 
Tsountas, Chr., and J. 1. Manatt, The Mycenaean age, 33, Londo: , 
1897. 

10 Mycenae Tablets II, 3-4. 
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- richness of the objects found in them he concluded 
it in the Late Helladic III B period, to which they 
long, the power of Mycenae secured a period of 
ice, so that the citizens could risk their wealth by 
iiding large and luxurious dwellings outside the wall 
the acropolis. Basing ourselves on these observa- 
ms, especially those of Tsountas on the way the 
ver town of Mycenae was organized, we can set out 
follows the history of building operations on the site 
question. In accordance with the chronological 
ries already established, and in agreement with the 


lie of the land, the West House was the first to be 
built by the head of the clan at the highest point of 
the slope; then the House of the Oil Merchant was 
built alongside and below it, and immediately after- 
wards the House of Sphinxes at a still lower level. 
The last two houses, as well as the House of Shields, 
(which there are probably no grounds for regarding as 
separate from the other two, and whose construction 
follows immediately on the erection of our West 
House) obviously belong to the younger members of 
the same family or clan. 





NEW WORK ON THE HOUSE OF THE OIL MERCHANT AND THE 





HOUSE OF SPHINXES 


ELIZABETH B. FRENCH 


Athens, Greece 


By the end of the 1955 excavation season as much 
of the western area of the House of the Oil Merchant 
and the House of Sphinxes as was deemed safe owing 
to the proximity of the modern road had been cleared 
and the total results to that point were described in 
Mycenae Tablets II. Since then the unexpected events 
of the autumn of 1957 which led to the discovery of 
the West House and the moving of the modern road 
some twelve meters to the west have made possible 
the almost complete clearance of the western portion 
of both the House of the Oil Merchant and the House 
of Sphinxes. This work was begun in the summer of 
1959 when, under the direction of Dr. N. Verdelis and 
Lord William Taylour, | supervised the excava- 
tion of a further section of the West Terrace of the 
House of the Oil Merchant. It was completed in the 
summer of 1961 when, under the authority of the 
Greek Archaeological Service, Dr. Verdelis invited 
me to cooperate in the final clearance of the area.! 
This involved the excavation of the south end of the 
West Terrace of the House of the Oil Merchant and 
the clearing of the west wall of the House of Sphinxes 
throughout its whole length. 

This work has been of value for a number of reasons. 
Not only was one further tablet discovered in the 
House of Sphinxes but considerable evidence for 
dating the construction of the House of the Oil 
Merchant was recovered from the West Terrace and a 
number of interesting architectural features were in- 
vestigated. It therefore seems suitable to include 
here an account of this work which completes the 
excavation of the Houses described in Mycenae 


Tablets II. 


THE HOUSE OF THE OIL MERCHANT 


The basic scheme of this house is straightforward. 
Two heavy terraces, an upper one to the west anda 
lower one to the east, run parallel along the scarp 
of the rock (plans III, IV; cf. also plan 1). Over the 
eastern terrace there was a basement which is still 
relatively well preserved and undoubtedly an upper 
storey which would have been at the level of the floor 





1 | wish to express my warm gratitude to Dr. J. Papadimitriou, 
Director of the Greek Archaeological Service, and Dr. N. Ver- 
delis, Ephor of the Argolid, for allowing me to continue this work 
which | began under the direction of my father (Professor A. J. B. 
Wace), and to Lord William Taylour and the Mycenae sub- 
committee of the British School at Athens for their permission 
and for making available the funds necessary. In both 1959 and 
1961 I was assisted by Mrs. W. J. Craig and Mr. C. K. Williams 
and in 1961 also by Miss M. M. Barry and Mr. N. H. S. 
Kindersley. 


of the rooms built on the west terrace. The plan « 

the basement rooms of the east terrace was easil 

recoverable as they were covered with a considerable 
depth of deposit except near the outer terrace wal! 
On the west terrace however the shallow depth ot! 
soil due to erosion down the slope and much Hellen 
istic over-building have rendered it impossible to 
make out actual rooms. The construction of the 
terrace itself is, however, of some interest. 

The eastern wall of the west terrace is very thick 
and heavy, ‘as much as 2.75 m. in places, as it has to 
bear the full weight of the downward thrust of the 
rock slope. Krom this wall four cross walls run up the 
slope. That enclosing the north end of the terrace does 
not continue directly the line of the north wall of the 
east terrace but is set back slightly (approx. 0.50 m.). 
This is in order to avoid the west end of the south wall 
of the House of Shields which is not on the same align- 
ment as the House of the Oil Merchant. This archi- 
tectural proof of the chronological priority of the 
House of Shields is confirmed by the pottery in the fill 
of the terraces. The north cross wall of the House of 
the Oil Merchant west terrace also continues beyond 
the line of the west wall to abut against the east 
wall of the West House. This extension was probably 
only a short supporting wall for the corner and for the 
soil of the passage which ran between the House of the 
Oil Merchant and the West House and would not 
have risen above the level of the foundations of the 
west wall. The second east-west cross wall occurs less 
than a meter south of the first and is a rough ill-built 
structure which must have served only as a supporting 
wall within the fill of the terrace.’ 

Within the next 12.50 m. of the terrace there are 
no obvious cross walls though small walls within the 
fill would not be apparent as the Hellenistic over 
building has not here been removed. It is certain 
however that there is no wall suitable to carry 
heavy superstructure. Beneath this section there runs 
a main drain coming from the West House and crossin; 
the passage between the houses at foundation leve 
covered with the heavy cross slabs. The final outle 
of this drain which must lie along the rock at som: 
point below the House of the Oil Merchant to thi 
east has not been found.* It must have’ existed befor: 


2 For this feature in the building of terraces see also the Cyck 
pean Terrace Building, Annual of the British School at Athen 
49: 269. 

3 New evidence concerning both the drain and a main eas 
entrance to the house was discovered by Dr. Verdelis in 1962 
see p. 18, note 6. 
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he building of the House of the Oil Merchant for it 
o be thus incorporated in the terrace and as it is 
ntimately connected with the West House the chrono- 
ogical priority of the latter is quite apparent. This 
int is important as there is no internal dating 
‘-vidence for the construction of the West House as it 
s built directly on the rock. 

At the south end of the west terrace there are two 
1eavy cross walls of just under 2 m. wide which clearly 
arried walls of the main upper building level. As the 
i'lellenistic building was less extensive in this area the 
ill of the terrace in the section just north of these 
walls and between them was dug out to the rock. 
lip lines from west to east were clearly distinguishable 
n cross sections and the fill consisted of reddish earth, 
i considerable quantity of small stones (nicknamed 
potatoes), and much pottery particularly kylix stems. 
Directly on the rock in the section between the walls 
was a patch of plaster flooring belonging to an earlier 
building period, perhaps that to which the frescoes 
from below the east terrace belonged. 

The plan of the south end of this terrace is sur- 
prising for the east and west walls of the west terrace 
do not extend as far south as the east wall of the east 
terrace, and it is a westward return of this wall which 
forms the south wall of the house as a whole. At the 
south end of the east terrace there are two small 
rooms which have been interpreted as the base of a 
two-flight staircase with storeroom beneath. West of 
this, overlapping both the corridor of the east terrace 
and the west terrace, is an area (known during excava- 
tion as Room X) which was filled to the level of the 
west terrace but which had no west wall and cannot, 
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Fic. 58. House of the Oil Merchant. West Terrace. 
Room X from southwest. 
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Fic. 59. House of the Oil Merchant. West Terrace. Room X fill. 
Painted plaster with triglyph and half rosette. 


therefore, have supported a room on the upper level. 
It seems likely that this was an entrance from the 
passage west of the house at the higher level which 
would also have connected with the staircase to the 
basement at the east. The actual building of this 
entrance terrace is most interesting (fig. 58). The 
north-south wall at its east end which forms also the 
west wall of Room 7 is bonded at its base with the 
south wall but there is a distinct horizontal construc- 
tion line just below the floor level of Room 7. The 
short wall which blocks the end of the corridor, how- 
ever, bonds neither with this north-south wall nor 
with the west terrace, though it is battered carefully 
against the face of the deep west terrace wall. Pre- 
sumably a tighter, stronger fit could be achieved at 
this point without bonding. Under this area also 
there are traces of earlier building including another 
section of plaster flooring which runs under the south 
wall of the House of the Oil Merchant. 

The actual rooms of the west terrace are not pre- 
served at all, but the arrangement of supporting walls 
within the terrace gives rise to an intriguing specula- 
tion. The scheme of entrance at the south followed by 
a small room and then a long one resembles closely 
the basic megaron plan which has been widely found. 
No proof, however, is possible. The likelihood of a 
Mycenaean entrance in this south area is strengthened 
by the presence of a vast Mycenaean conglomerate 
threshold block reused in Hellenistic times. 

By the complete clearing of a large section of the 
fill of the west terrace it has been possible to amplify 
considerably the results obtained by the test through 
the floors of the corridor and Room 5 of the eastern 
section. From the pottery obtained from these first 
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F1G. 60. Deep bowls from the construction period of the House of 
the Oil Merchant. 1—3: Fill below corridor of the East Ter- 
race, 1950. 4-9: Fill of West Terrace, 1959, 1961. Scale 1:4. 


tests it was suggested in .\/ycenae 7abdlets I] and else- 
where that the building of the terrace should be dated 
to the end of Late Helladic III A. The fill of the west 
terrace contained indeed much earlier pottery both 
of Late Helladic II and II1 A date and fragments of 
painted wall plaster (fig. 59) which come presumably 
from earlier buildings in the area, but from it also, 
however, have come a number of fragments of deep 
bowls in the open style (fig. 60) which must be as- 
signed to some part of the first half of Late Helladic 
[11 B.* The construction date of the building must be 
lowered to meet this. That the bowls come quite 
definitely from the fill and are not intrusions of any 
kind is shown by the fact that joining pieces were 
found deep in the fill in sections separated by one of 
the east-west cross walls. Stylistically these bowls are 
not far separated from those found in the destruction 

*A full account of this and other pottery groups from 
Mycenae will appear elsewhere in due course. For purposes 
of comparison the deep bowls from the deposit in the street 
separating the House of the Oil Merchant and the House of 
Shields appear in fig. 61. These must date from either the occu- 
pation or destruction levels of the houses and would therefore 
be later than those from the fill but possibly contemporary with 
those from the West House. It must be noted that deep bowls 
with monochrome paint on the inside are totally absent from 
both groups and that the proportion of deep bowls is still very low. 
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level of the West House and it seems reasonable to 
suggest that the house was in fact not in use for 
very long. 


THE HOUSE OF SPHINXES 


The new work in this house was confined to the 
clearing of the west wall which had previously been 
cleared only in Room 6 and tested in Room 2. The 
results of this earlier work had given the impression 
that the west wall of the house was not at the same 
alignment as the rest but this proved to be erroneous. 
The apparent error in alignment is due to the dis- 
placement of the upper levels of the wall and varia- 
tions in its method of construction from room to room. 

The north wall of the house is the south wall of the 
House of the Oil Merchant and all the .north-south 
walls abut against it. The chronological priority of 
the House of the Oil Merchant is thus certain (again 
a matter of importance, as there is no internal con- 
struction date of the House of Sphinxes, which is also 
built on the rock). For its entire length the west wall 
consists of a single face on the east with a fill of stones 
and earth between it and a tall rock shelf. As the rock 
shelf behind is irregular and was not apparently al- 
tered before the building, the width of fill varies 
considerably and with ‘it the strength of the wall. 











F 1G. 61. Deep bowls from the pottery deposit in the street. 
Scale 1:4. 
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is this factor which has caused the irregularity in 

e wall face. 

In Room 2° the fill behind the west wall is very wide 

id the wall is extremely strong and well built. 

loreover, it is bonded with the south wall of the 

om which in its turn is bonded with its return south 
the east (making the east wall of Room 4). The 

‘tual stone west wall is on two levels, a lower eastern 

itt which projects some 0.50—0.60 m. and a higher 

estern part. At either end of the lower part, however, 
re stone piers of buttresses roughly square in shape. 
he ledge marking the top of the lower section occurs 
yne 2.10 m. above the rock floor of the room and 
resumably carried the roofing timbers for the roon: 
nd the start of the mudbrick superstructure. Other 
beam traces at a similar height occur in the south 
vall of the room. The rock floor of the room was not 
leveled but contained an irregular rise in the south- 
vest corner. 

In Rooms 4 and 6 the fill behind the wall is much 
narrower and the wall is less strong. Contributing to 
the weakness also is the fact that the west wall does 
not bond with any of the east-west cross walls. In 
Room 4, as in Room 6, the irregular rock ledge which 
ippears in the floor of Room 2 has been cut back to the 
line of the wall, and the wall itself is built upon it. 
he ledge now neatly squared stands to a height of 
0.50 m. In the cross wall between Rooms 4 and 6 on 
the north face there are again traces of cross beams and 
i clear line of roofing above them. 

By Room 8 the rock ledge has become very wide in 
relation to the alignment of the building and no 


* See throughout plans III, IV. 





F1G. 62. House of Sphinxes. Room 4. Southwest corner. 
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F1G. 63. House of Sphinxes. Room 2. Pithos 61-104. 


attempt was made to cut it. Instead the back, west, 
wall is here thickened by an extra terrace and the 
room itself considerably shortened. Room 10 is in fact 
not a room at all but another terrace. The position of 
its west wall is not altogether clear owing to Hellen- 
istic overbuilding, but it seems to be set back slightly 
to the west. It seems likely that Room 10 carried the 
entrance of the building from the passage at the west 
to the upper level, perhaps in combination with 
Room 8 which seems likely to have carried a stair. 
The lower level would have been entered from the rock 
slope at the south as was previously suggested. There 
can, however, be little certainty about the plan at 
the southwest corner. 

The recent excavation revealed little in the remain- 
ing portion of Room 2 except some more very burnt 
fragments of ivory inlay (in the form of elongated 
triangles) and carbonized wood. The scoring marks on 
the wood and on the ivory made it quite clear that the 
one was originally attached to the other with some 
form of glue. All this had fallen into the room from 
above. The burnt debris as in previous years was very 
rich in sherds and figurines as well as fragments of 
painted wall plaster. Also in the fallen debris were the 
pieces of a large pithos with unusual applied decoration 
(fig. 63) and fragments of another plainer one. These 
raise the total of pithoi originally in the upper story 
of the House of Sphinxes to at least five. 

Two more of the group of large vessels previously 
discovered in Room 4 were found in the final clearing 
of the western part of the room. They show clearly in 
figure 62 which should be compared with Mycenac 
Tablets II, fig. 57. The southern is a jar identical in 
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type with that illustrated in .lanual of the British 
School at Athens 50: pl. 28a, the northern a vat 
identical with the one shown in Mycenae Tablets II, 
fig. 59. Under the jar were the remains of a burnt 
pomegranate. It is not certain whether these vases 


were originally on the floor of the room and were 
squashed by the fall of debris upon them or were 
placed on shelves which collapsed in the burning. 
There were plentiful traces of fallen woodwork which 
in several places seemed to be from shelves. In the fill 
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of this room were also the fragments of a decoratec 
bath larnax. 

Tablet Ui 709 was found under the side and jus 
to the west of the vat. It had been only partially bake 
in the burning probably because of its position unde: 
the vat and the right end crumbled when it wa 
lifted. The left end is relatively solid. No traces of any 
other tablets were found and this, like Fo 101, remain: 
an isolated example, and its original position can onl) 
be a subject for speculation. 








THE CITADEL HOUSE 


LORD WILLIAM TAYLOUR 


Great Shelford, Cambridge, England 


THE Citadel House was the name given by Pro- 
essor Wace to an unexcavated area within the citadel 
ff Mycenae. There are many such areas within the 
‘yclopean walls but they are mostly denuded or 
overed with the ruins of Hellenistic constructions 
hat appear to have been built on the rock. Only at 
his one spot, selected by him, was there any great 
lepth of soil and the possibility of uncovering earlier 
structures that had not been completely obliterated by 
later habitation. The site lies to the southeast of 
Schliemann’s Grave Circle and at the present time 
stands out as a prominent feature in that its undug 
soil towers above the House of the Warrior Vase, the 
South House, and the Ramp House; all of this area at 
one time rose to the same high level of ground before 
it was reduced to its present low estate by the pick 
and shovel (see plans, V, V1). To the southeast of the 
Citadel House there is another excavated area cleared 
by Professor Tsountas in the latter part of the nine- 
teenth century and known as “Tsountas’s House.” 
The plan of it is incomplete and the ‘Citadel House,’’ 
therefore, is likely to contain elements of it as well as 
of the South House, which was only partly excavated 
by Professor Wace in 1920. 

A start on clearing the site of the Citadel House 
was made in 1953 and 1954. Hellenistic buildings in 
the northeast sector of the area were uncovered by 
Professor Wace and partly removed. It was then that 
a Mycenaean storeroom was laid bare, which was de- 
scribed in his article in the J/lustrated London News of 
May 21, 1955.' Circumstances did not permit him to 
continue excavation of the site before his lamented 
death in 1957. Later, through the kindness and co- 
operation of the Greek Archaeological Service a joint 
Hellenic-British excavation carried out two campaigns 
in 1959 and 1960, under Dr. John Papademetriou, 
Director-General of the Greek Archaeological Service, 
and the present writer. The undertaking was made 
possible through the great generosity of Bollingen 
Foundation of New York and by means of contribu- 
tions from the British Academy and from the Uni- 
versities of Cambridge and Oxford.? In the ensuing 
account it is not proposed to deal with the whole of 
the excavation completed so far but only with those 
areas in which tablets have been found. 


1See also his report in Annual of the British School at Athens 
50: 177 ff., 1955. 

21 should also like to express my gratitude to Mrs. David 
French and to Mr. David Blackman for their invaluable help on 
this important excavation. Many of the photographs accompany- 
ing this article are by Mrs. French. My special thanks are due to 
Mr. Charles K. Williams, 2nd, for the plans and sections, pro- 
duced under difficult conditions but with indefatigable patience. 
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Because of the lie of the land, which slopes down 
from a high terrace on the northeast to the Cyclopean 
walls in the southwest, excavation has been concen- 
trated on the northeast sector of the site, in effect in 
the area where Professor Wace uncovered the My- 
cenaean storeroom in 1954. It was around this same 
storeroom that the first tablets to be found within 
the citadel itself were brought to light in 1960. By 
the irony of circumstances, they lay just beyond the 
area of Professor Wace’s 1954 excavations, for it was 
his firm conviction that evidence of writing must have 
existed in the confines of the fortress that was the 
stronghold and administrative center of the My- 
cenaean polity. 

In 1959 the area to the northwest of the storeroom 
was partly cleared. Overlying Hellenistic buildings had 
been previously removed in 1954. Underneath was 
found a mass of burnt debris of a most diversified kind, 
calcined stone, crumbled mud brick, carbonized and 
ashy matter, blackened rubble, partly strewn out in 
layers and partly contorted into pockets; an eloquent 
picture of most savage destruction. This is clearly seen 
in the two sections made of this area. The one (fig. 64) 
represents the northeast end of the northwestern 
boundary (at that time) of the Citadel House site; 
the line of drifted soil and wash overlying the debris 
shows that this area was abandoned for a lengthy 
period after the catastrophe. The other is a section to 
the southeast (fig. 65) just in front of the northwest 
face of the storeroom (Room 1). The southwest wall 
of this room appears as No. 6 in the stratigraphical 
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Fic. 64. Citadel House. Section 1, looking northwest. 
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I3A. SAME AS I2, BUT MORE COMPACTED. 


1G. 65. Citadel House. Section 2, looking southeast. 


record and it can be seen how it has been thrust out 
of alignment by the impact of the debris falling upon 
it from the northeast. The northeast wall of the store- 
room was affected to an even greater extent but this is 
partly obscured by Nos. 5 (left) and 11 on the section. 

The distance between the two sections is ca. 3.5 m. 
In ¢he course of clearing the intervening space a clay 
sealing (fig. 66, Wt 700) was found.* Its exact posi- 
tion cannot be determined because it was only dis- 


* First reported in, Bennett, Emmett L., ed., Nestor, 69. 





Fic. 66. Clay sealing, Wt 700. 


covered as it was being shoveled into the barrow used 
for carting away the loose rubble of fallen debris: 
but its source can be localized to within 0.5 m. of its 
original position and the approximate point is indi- 
cated on the plan (plan VII). The type of sealing 
is well known at Mycenae and at Pylos. Shaped in the 
form of a prism the clay still shows the fingerprints of 
its maker. It is pierced longitudinally to take the 
string used in attaching it to the object to be docketed, 
possibly some storage vessel. As was usual a signet was 
first impressed on the soft clay and at a later stage a 
sign in the Linear B script had been inscribed on it. 
The seal impression is not clear but seems to be that 
of a horned quadruped, perhaps a deer. 

By the end of the 1959 season the area between the 
two sections referred to above had been cleared at the 
northeastern end, that is, up to the great terrace wall 
that forms the northeast boundary of the excavation 
at this point. This wall (fig. 67), of which the upper 
part had always been visible, was uncovered down to 
the bare rock. It shows three stages of construction. 
Only the lower 4 to 5 courses bedded on the rock are 
Mycenaean. They had been previously obscured by 
the collapsed debris, sections of which can be seen to 
the right and left in the photograph. This burnt and 
calcined material passed over the surviving top courses 
of the Mycenaean wall and formed the foundation 
for the second wall. This is visible in the right of the 
photograph where it can be seen to be built on a 
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reat mass of calcined stone and rubble. The con- 
ruction of the second wall is similar to the My- 
enaean one below but it belongs to a much later 
eriod. When a small part of the wall was dismantled 
1 1960, it was found to contain post-Mycenaean 
herds, some of which are possibly Hellenistic. The 
ppermost wall is built in a style found almost every 
here at Mycenae during the Hellenistic period. 
From the foot of the terrace wall the rock slopes 
own irregularly from northeast to southwest. It has 
een cleverly adapted to make two ramps, one nearest 
he wall ascending in a northwesterly direction to the 
terrace above and the other, alongside, descending in 
the direction of the Ramp House and the Grave Circle. 
(he two ramps meet opposite the entrance to Room 4. 
(he upper ramp is a secondary road and little effort 
as been expended in its construction. Use has been 
nade of a natural ledge of rock. Where the upper sur- 
ace of it is uneven, rubble has been brought in to fill 
up the holes; but at the point where the ramp joins the 
lower road the path is very narrow and masonry has 
been used to strengthen and widen it. Two well-cut 
poros blocks have been built into this small retaining 
wall and can be seen at the bottom of the photograph 
fig. 67). A further supporting wall was necessary to 
strengthen it in its upper reaches. Much greater care 
was bestowed on the construction of the lower ramp 
that leads straight up to Room 4 (fig. 68). It is con- 
siderably wider and a proper surface has been given to 
t by leveling the rock and filling in the dips with earth 
ind stone. These have then been covered over with a 
iard white plaster. Furthermore, the road has been 





Fic. 67. Terrace wall at northwest end of excavation, 
viewed from southwest. 
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Fic. 68. The lower ramp. The line of the upper ramp is 
indicated by the ranging pole on the left. 


broadened by adding two rows of fine ashlar poros 
blocks, which give it a very imposing appearance. 
The uncovering of the two ramps was completed in 
the 1960 season and in that same year the northwest 
face of Room 1 was finally cleared. This was no easy 
task as it often involved cutting through great chunks 
of calcined stone and rubble, which had been fused 
by the heat of the great conflagration to the consist- 
ency of concrete. Tablet 701 was found during that 
operation. It was not the first one to be discovered 
one had already been extricated from the debris in 
Room 4—but it is the best preserved of all the tablets. 
Its position is marked on the plan (plan VII) and its 
elevation is shown in the section (fig. 69). From its 
height it is obvious that it has no connection with the 
area in which it was found. As all the sections made 
throughout the northeast flank of the excavation show 
the same slope of falling debris from northeast to 
southwest, it must have come down with the collapsed 
buildings from the terrace above. The section giving 
the position of Tablet 701 shows other interesting fea- 
tures and should be compared with figure 70, a photo- 
graph taken before part of the northwest face of the 
storeroom (behind the ranging pole) was removed. 
Large masses of calcined debris show up clearly to the 
right of the ranging pole and to the left of them is a 
concentration of mud bricks, mostly shapeless but one 
complete example can be seen lying on its side. Farther 
to the left is a pillar of calcined stone. This is all that 
survives of fhe corner pier of the storeroom. The other 
side of the section gave a different picture. This is the 
side that was cleared in 1954. It does not show any- 
thing like the same disorder and is composed entirely 
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Fic. 69. Northeast-southwest section, looking southeast 
through find spot of Tablet 701. 


of mud brick. It was naturally thought at that time to 
be the northwest wall of the storeroom. Because of the 
apparently conflicting evidence it was decided to re- 
move that part of the ‘‘wall,’’ which seemed to repre- 
sent fallen debris. Definite confirmation of a doorway 
was then found in the southwest, a wooden threshold 
being indicated by a layer of blackened earth. To the 
northeast of the threshold the stone foundations are at 
a higher level and these carry the true northwest wall, 
now very much restricted in width. It is in such a 
poor state of preservation that it has had to be propped 
up with timbers. In front of the entrance to the store- 
room, but at a much lower level, there is a rough 


Fic. 70. The northwest face of the storeroom (Room1). 
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plaster floor (to be seen both in the section and the 
photograph). This has been partly cut away in excava- 
tion in the course of tracing a possible drain. It appears 
to be of the same date as the construction of the lower 
ramp or causeway, but later than the foundations o! 
the storeroom, which it adjoins. The causeway itsel! 
is dated by the pottery found in the destruction layers 
that covered it completely. These were rich in sherds 
and a selection of some of the patterned pieces fron 
that area is given in figures 71-76. The Deep Bow 
fragment with running spirals (fig. 77) was also found 
in these layers, as well as pieces of a very handsom« 
Chariot Vase (fig. 78). The pottery illustrated con 
tains a few samples of Late Helladic III A. But the 
majority of the sherds belong to Late Helladic II] B 
and many of them to its latest phase. The end of III B 
therefore can be taken as the date of the destruction 
of this area. 

The section that has been under discussion (fig. 69) 
shows on the left the entrance to Room 4 but this is 
blocked by a large mass marked “calcined debris.” 
As excavation proceeded in 1959 it became apparent 
that all the space between the northeast wall of the 
storeroom (Room 1) and the rough terrace walling 














Fics. 71, 72. Ramp area. Sherds from the destruction layers. 
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arther to the northeast was filled with the same type 
yf destruction debris that had been found farther to 
the northwest over the ramps. The solidly built 
terrace wall in the ramp area could not be traced to 
the southeast, or at least there was no evident sign of 
it. What could be seen was a high terrace set farther 
back and made up of loose soil and an occasional 
expanse of rough walling. To clear the debris, which 






Fic. 76. Ramp area. Deep bowl fragment (60-310). 





Fic. 77. Ramp area. Deep bow! fragment with running spirals. 


Fics. 73-75. Ramp area. Deep bowl fragments from Fic. 78. Ramp area. Fragments of chariot vase (59-111). 94] 
the destruction layers. 
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Fic. 79. Composite lateral section through Room 4 
looking southeast. 


from tests made had the hardness of rock, under the 
menace of this terrace of uncertain construction 
would have been a foolhardy operation. But it was 
essential to know what lay to the northeast of the 
storeroom and if anything remained of the My- 
cenaean terrace wall that must at one time have 
existed. Accordingly, a trench 2 m. wide was cut as 
far back as possible into the terrace, for reasons of 
safety, to provide a cross section of the area to the 
northeast of the storeroom. Fortunately, high up in 
the terrace a fairly well constructed Hellenistic wall 
was uncovered which had previously been obscured 
by loose soil that had drifted down over it during the 
centuries. The wall continued down for about a meter 
and was then found to rest on an enormous lintel 
supported by two very large stones, one an upright, 
the other a stretcher. These blocks were most likely 
Mycenaean in origin and had been re-used to make a 
drain. A little below the base of the drain calcined 
debris appeared. The destruction layer had been 
reached and the Hellenistic wall and drain had been 
built on top of it. 

The work from then on was tough going, for’ we 
were up against the same hard concretelike mass that 
had been met with in the ramp area. It was all part of 
the same destruction. When this rocklike substance 
was cut away, three Cyclopean blocks in a row were 
revealed, immediately under the Hellenistic terrace 
wall and drain. The blocks were resting on very hard 
reddish soil which seemed to be disintegrated, burnt 
mud brick. This suggested that they had been built 
on the ruins of an earlier destruction, but the sherds 
extracted from the soil underneath were inconclusive. 
Below this layer were rubble foundations. 
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The tough calcined material in front of the Cy- 
clopean blocks merged into a stratum of brown eart! 
that sloped down sharply from northeast to southwest 
At ca. 0.70 m. below the base of the Cyclopean course 
another wall appeared, but this time built out about 
1.0 m. in front of the terrace wall foundations. Subse- 
quently it turned out to be made up partly of the 
natural rock and partly of rubble reinforcement, the 
whole forming a wide ledge in advance of the retaining 
wall. The layer of brown earth descended to the tip 
of this ledge and then continued below it as far as the 
northeast wall of Room 1 (see fig. 79). It was just 
above this layer, in between the ledge and the store- 
room wall and in the lower part of the calcined debris 
stratum, that Tablet 702 was found, the first one to be 
found in this excavation and the first to have come 
from within the citadel walls. The tablet still had 
parts of the calcined debris adhering to it and was 
incomplete, but sifting of the area failed to reveal 
any other pieces. 

Although the object for which this sectional trench 
had been cut was achieved, namely, the discovery of 
the Mycenaean terrace wall, or at least of its base, so 
important a find warranted an enlargement of the 
original plan and it was decided to cut back at what- 
ever cost the whole of the terrace along the northeast 
flank of the excavation. The first stage was to widen 
the original trench towards the northwest (fig. 80). 
A second trench parallel to it was later started further 
to the southeast. Before the whole area was finally 
cleared several more tablets were unearthed, all 
except one concentrated in the northwest sector. In 





Fic. 80. Clearing the northeast terrace. The large Hellenistic drain 
is built on the destruction debris. 
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verv case, but again with one exception, they were 
yund in the calcined stratum and almost in contact 
ith the layer of brown earth below. Their location is 
own on plan VII and in the composite section 
ig. 79). The exact point of finding was carefully 
easured and recorded. Only in the case of Tablet 704 
ig. 81) is the position a little uncertain as it was not 
yotted until it was being shoveled away with the 
ilcined debris, but the area, a small one, from which 
came was measured. The reason it was not imme- 
tely recognized is understandable if one studies the 
hotograph. Color and texture were almost identical 
ith the material in which it was embedded. Another 
pical example of the same kind of difficulty in 
recognition is Tablet 703 (fig. 82). Though sifting was 
esorted to wherever possible, solid calcined debris 
does not lend itself to this kind of treatment. The hard 
stuff was broken up into small pieces but the results 
were negative. Tablet 708 was the only one not to be 
found in a calcined stratum. It came from a layer of 
disintegrated mud brick and loose rubble just beneath 
it. This tablet also has the distinction of having no 
writing on it. It was ruled off with parallel inscribed 
lines prior to being written on, but the written portion 
has evidently been lost. 

It will be noted that the majority of tablets from 
koom 4 were collected at the northwest end. It was, 
therefore, possible to make a composite section for 
the whole group, as there was but little variation in 
the stratigraphy over so limited an area. But Tablet 
707 was an isolated example at the southeast end of 
the room. For that reason a separate section (fig. 83) 
vas made for it. Although the general sequence is the 
same as in the northwest section, there are two note- 
vorthy differences. There is the intrusion of another 
tratum between the calcined debris and the brown 

ith layer (mud brick debris), and the calcined 
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Fic. 81. Tablet 704 as found. 
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Fic. 82. Tablet 703 embedded in calcined debris. 


debris does not reach as far as the terrace wall; in 
fact in most of the southeastern area the calcined 
stratum was very thin near the wall. Whatever the 
significance of this more complex stratification the 
relative position of Tablet 707 conformed with that 
of its fellows in the northwest in that it occupied the 
lower level of the calcined stratum. 

i The area between the storeroom and the terrace 
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Fic. 83. Partial section in Room 4, with Tablet 707, 
looking southeast. 





























Fic. 84. Entrance to Room 4, 


wall, which was finally cleared with much expenditure 
of time and labor, was at first thought to be a corridor. 
The completed excavation showed that it was a long 
room of imposing dimensions, on which care had been 
exercised in its decoration. It is 9.2 m. long, 2.3 m. 
wide at the northwest end, and a little broader at the 
southeast end as the plan of the room is somewhat 
irregular. There was a doorway at each of the short 
ends. The entrance at the northeast end, to which the 
fine poros paved causeway leads, suffered very severely 
in the fire. Here was the greatest concentration of cal- 
cined collapse. It blocked the whole doorway and 
reduced the southwest door jamb (which was also the 
north corner of Room 1) to a shapeless pillar of fused 
masonry (see fig. 84). The southeast exit suffered to 
a lesser extent. The construction and plan are better 
preserved and it can be seen that the northeast door 
jamb was built of rubble and mud brick, afterwards 
encased in wood (fig. 85). The emplacement of the 
wooden sheathing is clearly marked by the vertical 
cut in the plaster on either side of the door jamb. 
Similarly the break in the floor plaster indicates that 
there was a wooden threshold and this is confirmed by 
the layer of carbon within the doorway. 

Reference has already been made to the wide ledge 
that jutted out about 1 m. from the foot of the terrace 
wall (see p. 40 above). At the northwest end of the 
room it was about 0.90 m. high but half way along the 
length of the room it was stepped up to a height of 
ca. 1.20 m. The face of this ledge or buttress wall was 
covered with a very fine plaster. It is best preserved 
at the southeast end and here it covers not only the 
face but is continued on to the upper surface to a 
depth of ca. 0.26 m. It then rises vertically once more 
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and must have plastered a mud brick wall, built sn 
the wide ledge or buttress, but set back 0.26 m. fri 
its edge. This mud brick wall no longer exists but p 
of the debris of it is represented by the brown s:jil 
layer on top of the ledge (fig. 83) and its plaster faci ig 
was preserved to a height of 0.06 m. at one poirt. 
The thickness of this wall did not extend back as { ir 
as the terrace wall. The greater part of it would h: 
fallen into Room 4 in the general direction of tie 
collapse and is no doubt represented by the “mid 
brick debris’ lying on the ‘‘ash layer.”’ Part of it fell 
back towards the terrace wall as implied above. But 
one reason for supposing that there was a space he 
tween the mud brick wall and the terrace wall is that 
a complete stirrup-jar was found high up in the de- 
struction levels and close to the terrace wall (fig. 86; 
see also figs. 91, 93). It could not have penetrated there 
if the wall had filled the whole space, neither is there 
enough mud brick debris to have accounted for so mas- 
sive a wall. Where the stirrup-jar came from must re- 
main a mystery. It cannot have fallen from a very high 
level as it is almost intact. The “‘loose grey earth” 
laver, in which it was found, had an admixture of small 
stones and a few larger ones, and is at this point the 
uppermost of the destruction levels; hence it probably 
represents the tail end of the collapse. Up against the 
terrace wall there was a very thin vertical brown layer, 
which also penetrated in between the stones. This may 
have been the vestiges of a mud brick facing to the 
terrace wall. On the ground below, that is, on top of 
the broad ledge, there was a thin black layer tapering 
away from the terrace wall. It is more than likely that 
this represents in the main burnt wood, either fallen 
shelving or a collapsed roof. In between the terrace 
wall and the mud brick wall therefore there may have 
been a cul-de-sac used as a cupboard or storage space. 
Another possibility is that the mud brick wall may 
have incorporated shelves and lockers open to the 
southwest, i.e., facing into the room. 
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Fic. 85. Room 4. Northeast door jamb of southeast exit. 
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\t the base and in front of the broad ledge a curious 
f- iture was uncovered, a pair of steps, shallow and 
very narrow (fig. 85). They are built of mud brick 
| coated with the same fine plaster that covers 
the northeast face of the wall or rock ledge, which 
they adjoin. Just to the northwest of these steps 
there is an excrescence of the natural rock that was 

ver cut back flush with the wall and the only 
casible explanation of these steps is that they were 
tended to hide this protuberance. Whereas only two 

these steps are preserved there are indications from 
he break in the wall plaster that there were others 
rther to the north-west, but there is not enough 
-vidence to show that they led up to the plastered 
upper surface of the wall; because of the very narrow- 
ness of the tread they would scarcely be practicable 
for such a purpose.‘ The extent of these steps is 
delineated by the break in the plaster floor as shown 
on plan VII and within this break the rock is seen to 
protrude; rising and falling steps would cover this 
blemish. 

As has been noted, the northwest end of Room 4 
suffered most from the effects of the catastrophic fire, 
and none of the finer details survive that were observed 
at the southeast end of the room. There are only a 
few remains of fine plaster on the broad ledge which 
buttressed the terrace wall and none on its upper 
surface. The ledge here consists only partly of the 
rock. Many sections of it are supplemented with 
masonry. On it was built a mud brick wall, which 


~ 


‘They might, however, have been used to reach the ledge if 
there were cupboards higher up, the possibility referred to at 
the end of the last paragraph. 





‘Wy =F ic. 86. Stirrup-jar as found in the destruction levels. 
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Fic. 87. Room 4 from northwest. 


would have been the counterpart of the northeast wall 
of Room 1 and have served to support the roof over 
Room 4. This wall does not survive but the debris of 
it is clearly shown in section (fig. 79). Once again the 
greater part of it collapsed into Room 4 on top of the 
ash layer,’’ which must represent the fall of the 
burning roof timbers; but a substantial part of mud 
brick debris survives on the broad ledge and lies right 
up against the terrace wall, so that it is possible that 
the mud brick wall was here built up against the terrace. 
The parallel wall on the other side of the room, 
which is also the northeast wall of Room 1 leans over 
heavily from the impact of the collapsed debris, but 
the full force of the load came on the mud brick wall 
nearest the terrace and flattened it out completely. 
The great weight that effected this was, of course, the 
heavy mass of calcined masonry, falling from the 
terrace above, which, as the section shows,ultimately 
filled the whole width of the northwest end of the 
room. 

The southwest wall of Room 4 (the northeast wall 
of Room 1) is fairly well preserved to a height of ca. 
1.55 m., but the dangerous angle to which it has been 
tilted leads one to fear a collapse. Although it has 
been shored up, the rains in the course of time are 
liable to disintegrate the mud bricks, baked hard by 
the devastating fire but no longer protected by over- 
lying earth. The wall is covered with a rough plaster, 
which in places preserves the coating of fine stucco 
used on the other side of the room. This plaster con- 
cealed a timber framework incorporated into the mud 
brick wall to strengthen it. The wood has naturally 
perished but the position of the upright members is 
preserved in the vertical chases made in the wall and 


sé 



















Fic. 88. Crumpled leaden vessel found in drain of Room 4. 


now Clearly visible (fig. 87). In one case a part of the 
plaster is still in position over the groove. At another 
point a hollow low down in the wall proves that tie- 
beams passed through the thickness of the wall to 
secure the framework on the other side. There are 
many examples of this type of construction in My- 
cenaean architecture and it is generally supposed to 
have been devised as a protection against earthquakes. 

The floor of the room was made up of a hard white 
plaster, which was found to be in good condition in 
most places. Along the southwest flank of the room 
runs a hidden drain. The foundations are weaker here 
and consequently the floor has subsided, marking out 
the course of the water channel. The drain was traced 
as far as the plastered ramp outside the southeast 
exit of the room (see plan VII). There it turns towards 
the east and so presumably it acted as a conveyor of 
the waters from the upper terrace. The other end of 
the drain has not vet been traced. It was at one time 
thought to pass in front of the northwest face of 
Room 1, but the evidence of a water channel in that 
place is not altogether convincing. Ultimately the 
drain may link up with the one discovered in the 
South House.* Near the west corner of Room 4 the 
drain was broken into by a large leaden vessel (fig. 88), 
which was either brought down with the molten 
masonry (calcined debris) falling from the terrace 
above or was forced into the drain by the weight of the 
collapse, in other words, it may have been in situ. 
The first alternative seems more likely but other pieces 
of lead—one of fairly large proportions—-were found 
in the middle of the room in the black layer, sometimes 


> Annual of the British School of Athens 25: plan 1. 


MYCENAE TABLETS III 








































[TRANS. AMER. PHIL. § 


as much as 0.10 m. thick, that covered the flo 
They were within the black layer and not actually on 
the floor and, therefore, presumably fell with burni:g 
timbers but not from the terrace above. This can 
said because as a general rule the stratigraphy show s 
that there was a mud brick layer over the ash lay: 
and if correctly interpreted, this would mean that t 
walls of the room collapsed in advance, and under t 
impact, of the falling masonry from the upper terra 
The crumpled leaden vessel was the only sizal 
object found in Room 4 and it quite possibly did 1 
belong to it. There are no reliable clues as to the pu 





Fic. 89. Sherds from destruction debris in Room 4. 





Fic. 90. Fragments of a deep bow! from Room 4 (60-322). 





Fic. 91. Room 4. Crater fragment (60-327), with 
representation of a “boxer.” 
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pose of the room. It looks as if it was completely 
r nsacked of everything of value or use before destruc- 
t on descended upon it; and this was of such extreme 

lence that it can only have been deliberate in 
pan, method, and execution. The Greek workmen, 
vy 10 had the thankless task of hacking their way 
trough the calcined debris, were astounded that solid 
sione could be reduced to such a state by a fire, 
however intense. Many of them had seen houses 
destroyed by fire during the war, the systematic 
burning of villages, but the resulting devastation could 
not compare with the concreted product of these 
excavations. Perhaps the winter rains of centuries 
may have toughened the debris, but they can hardly 
have rendered the masonry completely shapeless and 
unrecognizable. The thoroughness of the destruction 
suggests that the whole area was methodically pre- 
pared for burning by systematically covering it with 
highly combustible fuels, probably including olive oil. 

This would be subsequent to whatever devastation 
had been caused in the assault and pillage of the 

citadel. 

Although excavation has not succeeded in elucidat- 
ing the purpose of this room, it is at least clear that 
it was one of some importance. Even in its derelic- 
tion it is impressive. It is moreover strategically 
situated. A long, white-plastered gallery, it is in 
communication at either end with what must have 
been busy and important thoroughfares; and from a 
door near the south corner of the room access would 
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Fic. 92. Room 4. Stirrup-jar (60-321), complete except 
for the pouring funnel. 
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Fic. 93. Room 4. Stirrup-jar (60-321), seen from above. 


be possible to other offices in the complex known as 
Citadel House; but these are only partly excavated. 
Imposing as the room is, it mav have served no better 
purpose than a corridor, for there are no plastered 
benches—a quite frequent accommodation in My- 
cenaean houses—to encourage business or social 
intercourse. Room 4 lay just below some _ record 
office. But few of these records have survived, and 
those that have are very fragmentary. All but one are 
concentrated towards the northwest end of the ex- 
cavated area. Although Tablet 701 was found outside 
Room 4, it is near enough to the others to be accounted 
as belonging to the same group. All but one were 
found in the calcined debris,® in the outer crust of it, 
as it were. This suggests that the tablets were stored 
in cupboards enclosed within stone walls. The amount 
of masonry that collapsed into Room 4 was substantial 
and the greater part of it fell in the northwest end of 
the room. Is it to be supposed that tablets caught in 
the center of the molten masonry perished utterly ? 
The breaking up of the calcined debris sometimes 
revealed small reddish lumps. They could have been 
anything, bits of mud bricks, sherds, or even tablets! 

The date of the destruction of Room 4 and therefore 
of the tablets is the same as that in the ramp area. 
A selection of the patterned sherds found in the 
debris is shown in figures 89-91. These are all Late 
Helladic II11, some of them are III A but the majority 
of them III B. Only one complete vase survived, the 
stirrup-jar referred to above. Its shape and decoration 
are illustrated in figures 92, 93; a typical III B pot, 


6 Tablet 701, although found adhering to a mud brick. was 
calcined all over. 
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perhaps to be attributed to the end of the period. article in the ///ustrated London News of May 21, 1955 
From the pottery evidence the date of the destruction (referred to above), he published a Deep Bowl (fig. 6)* 
of the Citadel House, as so far excavated, cannot be 
placed later than the end of the III B phase, at present 
tentatively fixed at 1200 B.c., but perhaps a bit 
earlier.’ This date for the destruction may appear 
to conflict with Professor Wace’s findings. In his - 
, ae 8 See also Annual of the British School of Athens 50: pl. 20 
7See Blegen’s comments in Cambridge Ancient History, re- and p. 179, 1955. 

vised edition, fascicle 1 (Troy): 13-14, and cf. Stubbings, op. cit. * The development of Late Helladic III B pottery at Mycen. e 
fascicle 4 (Chronology), p. 75 f. is being studied by Mrs. French. 


that he claimed was [II C, but in the opinion of Mrs. 
French and of the writer this bowl is definitely to |:e 


assigned to III B.° 
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The photographs are given in numerical order: 


Ui 651 Z 664 
Ue 652 eee S 
Au 653 Wt 700 
Eu 654 Oi 701 
Eu 655 Oi 702 
Ue 656 Oi 703 
Au 657 Oi 704 
Au 658 Oi 705 
V 659 Oi 706 
Au 660 X 707 
Ue 661 708 
V 662 Ui 709 
Ue 663 


In the section ‘“Texts and Commentary” the tablets 
are re-arranged in groups in accordance with their 
prefix : 


Au 653 657 658 660 

Eu 654 655 

Oi 701 702 703 704 705 706 
Ue 652 656 661 663 

Ui 651 709 

V 659 662 

Wt 700 

X 707 
Z 664 
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Z 664 see figure 49 
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JOHN CHADWICK 


Downing College, Cambridge University, Cambridge, England 


Tue tablets found in 1958 in the West House do not 
form a closely related group, but a connecting thread 
which links them is the provision of rations for the 
labor force. Au 657 and Au 658 are lists of named men, 
and the latter records also a total of wheat, thus 
putting it beyond doubt in the category of ration lists. 
Au 653 belongs to the same group, if its single sur- 
viving ideogram is correctly identified; it repeats the 
same names as appear on Au 657. Eu 654 and Eu 655, 
probably portions of the same tablet, are records of 
the issue of wheat. Ue 652 records wheat, olives, wine, 
and some condiment. Ue 656 and Ue 661 mention figs, 
another entry common in ration lists at Pylos, though 
previously absent from Mycenae. Ue 663 is part of 
another similar tablet ; the only ideogram preserved is 
wine. V 659 and V 662 have no ideograms; one ap- 
pears to be a list of women; in the other we have men’s 
names followed by large numbers. 

More important is the evidence that these tablets 
concern the same persons as are mentioned on the 
tablets from the adjacent House of the Oil Merchant. 
Three names on Au 653 recur in Au 102 (from the 
lIlouse of the Oil Merchant), and two more, as well 
as this same group of three, appear on Au 657 and 
Au 102. Three of the women’s names on V 659 recur 


on ko 101 (House of the Oil Merchant). This shows 
that the tablets from these two sources are roughly 
contemporary. On the other hand there are no links 
with the spice tablets, Ge 602—608, found in the Hous« 
of the Sphinxes, nor the new find of 1961 from the same 
house, Ui 709. Nor do any of the names recur on the 
tablets found in 1960 in the Citadel House. This 
negative evidence is of no value in disproving con- 
temporaneity ; the absence of a recurrent name could 
be purely fortuitous. All we can say is that there is 
no reason on internal evidence to question the assign- 
ment of the Citadel tablets to a different date. But 
the positive evidence definitely proves that the House 
of the Oil Merchant and the West House were used by 
persons concerned with the same individuals, and this 
is perhaps a slight indication in favor of these being 
the records of the palace administration, rather than a 
series of private merchants. None of the tablets are 
commercial documents, and they agree closely in 
content with the royal archives of Pylos and Knossos. 

Two of the tablets (V 659 and Ue 661) were pub- 
lished by Sp. Marinatos in Ilpexrixa ras 'Axadnuias 
"A@nvav 33: 161-173, 1958, together with some remarks 
on the other fragments. 


Au 


Au 653 A list of men’s names in the nominative case. 
The classification is slightly doubtful, but in line 4 


sup. mut. 
vestigia 
te-ra-wo [ 
e-ke-ne [ 
*85-wi-ja-to 
a-Si-W1-jO [ 
wo-*65-[ 


iL 


wn 


inf. mut. 


1. Bennett points out that the traces are consistent 
with the restoration e-u-po-[ro ], cf. Au 102.4. 

2. te-ra-wo: Telawén; also Au 102.3, Au 657.10; 
dative te-ra-wo-ne PY Fn 1192.2. 

3. e-ke-ne: Engenés ?; also Au 102.4. 

4. *85-wi-ja-to: also Au 657.2. The similarity to 
*85-ja-toon Au 102.5 strongly suggests that the shorter 
spelling is a vag‘ant or error. It does nothing to deter- 
mine furtHer the value of *85, but it might be possible 
to reconcile the two spellings if the vowel of this sign 
were “; cf. such variants as di-wi-ja/di-u-ja. Further 


54 


traces are preserved of what appears to be the ideo- 
gram VIR. 





evidence is needed on this point, and the shorter form 
may well prove to be a scribe’s error. 

5. a-si-wi-jo: Aswios; also KN Df 1469, PY Cn 
285.12, Eq 146.11. 

6. wo-*65-[.: possibly to be completed wo-*65-ro, a 
man’s name in KN Dw 1492. But Bennett suggests 
reading wo-mi-[. 
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Au 657 A list of men, apparently being sent away. 
, number of the names reappear on Au 102 and 
\u 653. The three pieces forming the tablet were 


i-jo-te a 
*$5-wi-ja-to Vik, 1 
mo-i-da VIR IL 
ka-ro-qo vVIRL 1 
5 . }-ra-ki viRL 1 
qa-ra-si-jo vik, 1 
vacat 
na-su-to vie{ 1 
qa-ru-ko [vir 1 
10 te-ra-wo viR[ 1 
a-Si-WI-jO vir[ 1 


vacant 3 lineae 


1. i-jo-te: tontes ‘“‘those who are to go”; cf. PY An 
|.1 e-re-ta pe-re-u-ro-na-de 1-jo-te ‘rowers who are to go 
o Pleuron.’’ The absence of any destination in this 
ase is odd, but the gap between the end of the word 
ind the break seems to preclude the possibility of an 
ncomplete entry. Doubtless the destination was so 
vell known to the writer that he judged it superfluous 
o record it. The remainder of the tablet is divided into 
wo lists of five and four names. 

2. *85-wi-ja-to: see on Au 653.4. *85 is written over 
in erased sign. 

3. mo-i-da: also Au 102.8, possibly the same name 
is mo-da KN V 7525, PY Jn 601.5. 
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wm 


joined by Chadwick in Navplion Museum in May, 
1961; itis now complete except for the right-hand 
edge. 





4. ka-ro-go: Kharog"s 
PY Vn 865.5. 

5. . |-ra-ki: one sign lost, possibly e. 

6. ga-ra-si-jo: probably not = Prasién, if this is a 
derivative of rpazov, which has original p-, but perhaps 

“raistos (= IIpaiovos); cf. ga-ra-i-so KN V 466.1, 
which may be the place-name I[Ipa:ods. 

8. na-su-to: also Au 102.2 and Au 660.1. 

9. ga-ru-ko: probably to be restored in Au 660.2; 
perhaps Q“harukos (®apuxos). There is a faint trace of 
part of the ideogram VIR. 

10. te-ra-wo: see Au 653.2. 
11. a-si-wi-jo: see Au 653.5. 


?; also KN Sc 257.1, X 7634, 
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Au 658 The two fragments were joined by Chad- 
wick in Navplion Museum in May 1961. It is the end 
of a ration list, and is remarkable for giving both the 
total of men (20) and the total of wheat (4 units = ap- 
proximately 480 liters). This amounts to a ration of 
2 T or 24 liters per man, since 1 unit = 10 T. This is 
the same as the basic ration issued to female slaves at 
Pylos (Documents, 157). It would appear to be a 
monthly ration. The same figure of 2 T is given, 
probably against a man’s name, in Eu 654.2, but the 


sup. mut. 


|-si-jo VIRL 
J-ri-jo VIRL 
: vacat 
to-so vir 20 si-to GRANUM 4 [ 
5 vacat 


1. In view of the repetition of names in these tablets 
it is tempting to restore [ga-ra ]-si-jo from Au 657.6. 

2. The straight edge after vIR suggests the nu- 
meral 1. 

4. After so an erased ra is probable, and vir 20 has 
been written over an erasure. 


Au 660 A fragment of a list of men’s names. The 
ideogram VIR is missing, so it might belong instead to 
the type in which the numeral stands directly after 


| na-su-to [ 
‘ji qa-ru-[ko 


See on Au 657.8 and 9. The straight edge at the right- 
hand end of line 1 may be the remains of the numeral 1. 


Eu 


Eu 654 Possibly part of the tablet to which Eu 655 
forms the end. Apparently a list of distributions of 
wheat to named individuals, but neither of the broken 
words can be restored as names so far known at 


sup. mut. 
] GRANUM TL 
‘|-ra-ko GRANUM T 2 
‘|-ru-ta GRANUM T 1 v 2 


inf. mut. 
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third line of that tablet gives a smaller figure. The 
equation of the ideogram GRANUM with the word 
st-to (sitos) is a further confirmation that the value of 
the sign is “grain’’; but the imprecision inherent in 
the word otros prevents us from determining whether 
this is wheat or barley (cf. L. A. Moritz, Classic. 
Quarterly-n.s. 5: 135-141, 1955). The same word si-/o 
in KN Am 819 is associated with the other grain 
ideogram, generally understood as HORDEUM (barley 





the name without an ideogram (category V). Both 
the names recur in Au 657. 





Mycenae. The quantities of wheat are small, and 
appropriate for the rations of single persons (T 2 = c. 
24 liters; T 1 v 2 = c. 16 liters). 
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Eu 655 Possibly the end of Eu 654, showing the 
otal amount of wheat. The scribe apparently began 


sup. mut. 

[[to-so]] [ 

to-so GRANUM [ 
inf. mut. 


The eight fragments of tablets found inside the 
\cropolis in the ‘‘Citadel House”’ in 1960 are probably 
all part of a coherent group. This can be demonstrated 
for 701-706, but 707 is too badly preserved to be 
classifiable, and it has been relegated to the X cate- 
gory. Its structure is certainly different from the Oi 
group. 708 is an uninscribed piece, ruled into four lines, 
which is not included in the publication. The group is 
characterized by the ideogram transcribed as */90, 
which appears on 701-704 and 706; the attribution of 
705 to this group is due to its common locus and the 
probable restoration on it of a word which recurs on 
four other members of the group. 

The number */90 has been assigned to the ideo- 


gram (¥ which occurs only on this group and 


Ue 661; a somewhat similar form occurs on the sealing 
Wt 700, which was found in the same area as these 
tablets. It bears a considerable resemblance to no. 


*134, fy at Knossos, and ty at Mycenae, and could 


be a scribal variant of it. But it is distinguished from it 
by the fact that in */34 the horizontal strokes cross 
the frame, whereas in */90 they hardly touch it. 
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the entry, and then decided to erase it so as to leave a 
blank line before the total; cf. Au 658. 





Oi 


This difference is similar to that between syllabic 
pa ( t ) and te ( sf ), though these are also dis- 
tinguished by a difference in the number of cross 
strokes. Three horizontal strokes on either side are 
also seen in some forms of *33 (ra3) and *71 (dwe). 
Another reason for separating */90 from *134 is its 
usage. *134 is followed by the sign for liquid measure 
(s) in Go 610, so there can be no doubt that it is a 
liquid. It is also found at Knossos, U 5592 (with the 
numeral 200) and C 7063, where it is associated with 
ewes; hence the suggestion that it represents ‘‘milk”’ 
(Mycenae Tablets IT, 110). It is derived from Linear A, 
where it is associated with vINUM (Mycenae Tablets II, 
101). *190 has not so far appeared with any fractional 
sign which would show how it was measured. The 
numbers following range from 2 (possibly 1 in Oi 706.3) 
to 100 (Ue 661.1). If it were a liquid, 100 units would 
be of the order of 3,600 liters, a large quantity, but 
less than the 200 units of */34 recorded in KN U 5592. 
It seems best, therefore, to give *1/90 a separate 
number, and to leave the question of its identity with 
*134 to be resolved, if possible, by fresh evidence. 



























Oi 701 


sup. mut. 
vestigia 
1 vacat [ 


si-to-po-ti-ni-ja *190 [nn | 


pO-ro-po-i *190 10 
5 ka-na-pe-u-si *190 6 

. }-pue-ta do-ke-ko-o-ke-ne *190 5 

ku-wa |-no-wo-ko-i *190 2 


inf. mut. 


1. The fragment as preserved begins with a second 
or subsequent paragraph ; traces are visible of the last 
line of the preceding section. 

2. There is a single stroke at the beginning of this 
blank line, which may be read as the numeral 1; per- 
haps it belongs to the previous line. 

3. st-to-po-ti-ni-ja: there is no divider, but analogy 
(especially a-ta-na-po-ti-ni-ja KN V 52.1) makes divi- 
sion after si-to almost certain. It is hardly likely that 
*190 is described by si-to and is some kind of grain; 
cf. on Au 658. If the figures represent units of dry 
measure, 100 would be no less than 12,000 liters. Per- 
haps si-to is here, like a-ta-na, a divine name, and Xitw 
is recorded as a name of Demeter in Sicily (Polemon 
cited by Athenaeus III 109a, X 416). I have already 
suggested (in Minos 5 (2): 117-129) that Potnia is a 
name for the mother-goddess of Mycenaean religion, 
and she would here be qualified by a title appropriate 
to a corn-spirit. If this explanation is correct, this is 
further evidence that the dative of feminine stems in 
-w is in Mycenaean spelt -0; see on V 659.2. The entries 
in lines 4, 5 and 7 are dative plurals. Sité: Potniai 
“for the Lady Sito.” 

4. po-ro-po-i: the third sign resembles some forms 
of so, but Bennett insists it is po. The word does not 
occur elsewhere and there is no obvious interpretation. 
It is presumably like ku-wa-no-wo-ko-i dative plural of 
an o-stem. 


THE MYCENAE TABLETS III 






























TRANS. AMER. PHIL. S0«¢ 





5. ka-na-pe-u-si: also Oi 704.2; knapheusi ‘‘for the 
fullers.’” The dative singular ka-na-pe-we is found on 
Oe 129.2. 

6. |-pu-ta: there is room for only one normal-sized 
sign, or possibly two narrow ones. This is probably a 
personal name in the dative, rather than the object 
of the verb and thus a description of the ideogram. 
do-ke-ko-o-ke-ne: undivided, but the probable repeti- 
tion of ko-o-ke-ne in Oi 703.3, 704.3 makes it certain 
that do-ke is to be regarded as an independent word: 
doke ‘‘gave”’ (as KN X 7711.1; o-do-ke PY Un 267.1; 
a-pu-do-ke KN X 681, etc.). ko-o-ke-ne is, therefore, 
probably a name, e.g. Kdogenés or -gnés, and where it 
stands alone should perhaps be restored as a dative: 
ko-o-ke-ne-i. The special entry in this case presumably 
means that the commodity was given out by K. instead 
of the usual official. 

7. ku-wa |-no-wo-ko-i: the restored form is clear at 
Ov 703.2, and it can be restored at Oi 702.3, 704.4, 
705.4: kuwanoworgoi’i (dative plural) ‘‘for the cyanus- 
workers,’ the manufacturers of the blue-glass paste 
used to imitate lapis lazuli. It was extensively used for 
decoration such as inlay on furniture; cf. ku-wa-no 
and the adjective ku-wa-ni-jo on the Pylos furniture 
tablets (see Documents, 340). The existence of at least 
two men (for the form might conceivably be dual) at 
Mycenae assigned to this type of work is further 
evidence of the extreme degree of specialization prac- 
ticed in the Mycenaean economies. 








Oi 702. A very thick tablet for its apparent width, 
hich can be estimated by the restoration of line 3. 
he surface is in poor condition, and only one syllabic 
gn is legible in line 2. 


sup. mut. 


}-ti-[ | *190 3 
|-ne-ja_po-po-re *190 5 
ku-wa-no |-wo-ko-i *190 2 
| *190 2 


inf. mut. 


3. A trace in front of wo is consistent with no and 
encourages the restoration of the same word as else- 
vhere on these tablets: see on Oi 701.7. 


Oi 703 
sup. mut. 
}-ro-i [*190 nn | 
ku-wa-no-wo-ko-1 *190 2 
. . ko }-o-ke-fne-i? ] *190 5 


vacant 2 lineae 
inf. mut. 


1. The surface is much damaged; the signs after 7 
ire illegible. 

2. See Oi 701.7. 

3. Restored as dative: see i 701.6. There is a trace 
of ko. 


4. The fifth line also.appears to be blank. 


Oi 704 
po-ti-ni-ja *1900 15 
ka-na-pe-u-si *190 6 
ko-o-ke-ne-[1i? *190 nn | 
ku-wa-no-[ wo-ko-i *190 nn | 


inf. mut. 


Every word on this fragment recurs on Oi 701. This 
suggests that potnia is here equivalent to si-to-po-ti- 
n1-ja (Xitw Wdrva) on Oi 701.3. The goddess intended 
was at least sufficiently well known to the writer to 
eed no further qualification, 
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Oi 705 The tablet is complete at the left edge, but other tablets of the same group, and the proballe 
is badly damaged and hard to read. Its attribution to restoration of line 4. 
this class depends only on its association with the 


i-ku-to [ 
re-u-ko [ 
ka-ra-pa-so [ 
ku-wa ]|-no-wo-ko-[i 
inf. mut. 
LLLP 
1. i-ku-to: the first sign is damaged, but the reading 3. ka-ra-pa-so: the reading is supported by the repe- 
is fairly certain. Probably a man’s name; the word _ tition of this name at PY Jn 389.5. The interpretation 
does not recur elsewhere. Karpasos (Georgiev, Lexique; Landau, Mykenisch- 
2. re-u-ko: here a man’s name, Leukos, as on the  griechische Personennamen) is contrary to the usual 
Thebes jars III and IV (genitive re-u-ko-jo). spelling conventions. 


Oi 706 A badly damaged fragment with no edges 
preserved. 


sup. mut. 
vestigia [ 
2 vacat [ 
*190 1 [ 
vacat [L 
inf. mut. 


a ee | 


3. The ideogram appears to be a form of *190, but 
it has only two horizontal strokes on the right-hand 
side; the number on the left is doubtful. 
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Ue 652 This tablet appears to be a ration list of 
some sort, listing quantities of wheat, olives, wine, 
d perhaps cyperus. Certain amounts are called 
ist vear's.’’ The general sense remains obscure in 


o-ku-su-wa-si ko-na 
pe-ru-si-nwa 

OLIVA 5 *126 5 
pe-ru-si-nwa [ 


GRANUM [ 
*125+0 7 


reverse: ] *131° 22 
|] GRANUM 3 T 3 


| vacat 


1. The reading fa instead of su might be possible 
but is unlikely ; the top of wa is missing, and the read- 
ing p72 is just possible. The GRANUM sign is only pre- 
served in traces, but is probable in view of the next 
line. The interpretation of o-ku-su-wa-si, if this is the 
right reading, can take two lines depending on whether 
o- is here a prefix or part of the word. If it is a prefix, 
it would be the first example of o- rather than jo- for 
this at Mycenae; cf. Ge 602, Ue 661. The remainder 
of the word could be a verbal form, such as usually 
follows o- or jo-, or the dative plural of a noun of the 
third declension. It is difficult to extract from ku-su 
the preposition fv, since m is not omitted in the group 
nw. Any connection with gw seems to be excluded 

like by form and sense. If o- is not a prefix, a com- 
pound containing dév- or even fa ‘“‘beech”’ is possible, 
ihough no satisfactory solution presents itself. Perhaps 
he word is a proper name, e.g. dative plural of 

Jxudnes. ko-na: also found at PY Ep 212.3: . . .o- 

i-to e-ke ke-ke-me-na ko-to-na ko-na pa-ro da-mo. 

ince this is an isolated aberration from the constant 
rmula of this tablet, which otherwise omits ko-na, it 
is been suspected that it is here a simple error, due 
» the repetition of two syllables of the preceding 
ord; it might, however, represent koinds ‘‘common”’ 
greeing with ktoinds, and similarly here it might be 
ome part of xowvds. 

2. pe-ru-si-nwa: perusinwa ‘“‘last year’s” (also in 

ne 4); neuter plural or feminine singular? Spelling 
exactly as Oe 111.1. 

3. The first sign, ideogram no. *1/22 = OLIVA, has 
cxactly the same form as in Ue 611. rev. 2. The second 
leogram is a new variant of */26 (*125 ligatured 
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Ue 


default of an explanation of the first two words. The 
tablet is complete except for the right-hand edge 
(left-hand of the reverse). 





with KU); in this case ku precedes instead of being 
mounted on the upright. This text is paralleled by a 
rather similar Knossos tablet, F 157, which reads: 


E-KO-SO 
*126 


to-so  GRANUM 400[ 
523 “Kae. 


In the Knossos tablet the last part of */25 is lost, so 
that it could be restored as *125 + 0, giving an exact 
parallel. The third ideogram has the same basic form, 
perhaps CYPERUS, ligatured with *6/ = o. This has 
sometimes been confused with */26, but it appears 
clearly at PY Fa 16, Un 47.3 and probably at Un 434. 
It would perhaps be best to renumber */25 + KU as 
*126¢ and *125 + o as *126°. 

Reverse. 1. The sign transcribed as 131° is the variant 
of vinuM which has no upright dividing the lower 
section, and may be compared with that in PY Un 
267.8, though it is wider. The sense ‘‘must’’ was 
tentatively proposed for this variant in Documents, 
p. 22 


aed. 


2. 3} units of GRANUM = approximately 42 liters. 
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Ue 656 Thissmall fragment, incomplete at the top, 
may well be a part of the same tablet as Ue 663, which 
is the right-hand end. 


sup. mut. 
J il 
| 36 po-ro-L 
: NIL 


1. There is a sign visible but illegible before the 
break at the end. Bennett prefers to read J|ki-re[.. 
2. The line is divided into two registers without a 


Ue 661 <A complete tablet which poses a number of 
problems. It was published and discussed by Mari- 


‘ ‘ a) > 
jO-po-ro-te-ke *190 100 V1 15 
CIRCULUS 
NI . 
vacat 


Marinatos read jo-po-ro-te OLIVA; the last sign is 
damaged, but is certainly ke. We must therefore inter- 
pret: hd prothéke ‘‘thus he set out’’; rpori@quc is the 
technical term for serving food, but this seems im- 
possible here (unless it is a record of some of the stores 
drawn by the butler for a banquet?) The verb has no 
subject; possibly this formed part of a series, other 
members of which would have supplied the missing 
information. On the prefix jo- see Documents, p. 91; 
EK. Vilborg, Tentative grammar, 125. The prefix is not 
separated from the verb by any abnormal spacing, as 
in Ge 602.1 (see Bennett, \ycenae Tablets IT, 80). The 
first ideogram is identical with that which charac- 
terizes the Oi tablets; see p. 57. The marks following 
100 appear to be accidental. The second ideogram 
seems to be a ligature, composed of a sign like that 
transliterated cup (*155) in Mycenae Tablets II (see 
p. 101; for examples with handles cf. Ge 603.4, Ge 
605.5) and syllabic ni, normally used as the ideogram 
for ‘“‘figs.”’ The alternative would be to regard the line 
as divided into two registers at this point, splitting the 
numeral (3 and 12) between the two ideograms. This 
reading is preferred by Marinatos. But the two signs 


Ue 663 The right-hand end of a two-line tablet, 
preserving figures which are probably totals of more 
than one commodity ; Ue 656 may belong to the same 
tablet. 

| to-so 
167° ~vinum 5 


There may have been another sign after to-so. 5 
liquid units are approximately equivalent to 180 liters. 
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a 


rule after the numeral. The N/ in the lower register 1s 
probably to be taken as ideographic = “‘figs,”’ but this 
is uncertain in default of more context. 


natos (/oc. cit.), but neither his reading nor interpret: 
tion are confirmed. 





are clearly in contact, and the spacing of the numeral 
12 would be unusual, since the 10 would be too high 
The same problem recurs with the ideogram of line 2, 
which again appears to be a qualification applied to 
NI = “‘figs’’; and here too the numeral seems certainl\ 
to be 5 and not 3 and 2. Both these signs then probably 
represent figs of two different kinds, e.g. fresh and 
dried ; but any attempt to extract a value for the quali- 
fications must be speculative. The figures of 15 and 5 
units, if they are to be interpreted as standard units 
of dry measure, will represent values of about 1,800 
and 600 liters respectively. The slave-women of Iylos 
have a basic monthly ration of 24 liters of figs (as wel 
as 24 liters of wheat); on this scale 600 liters would 
supply 25 persons for one month. 
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Ui651 This fragment and 709 have been classed 
ogether since they share the use of syllabic signs as 
deograms; they have nothing else in common. 651 is 
. list of personal names, one at least in the genitive 
‘ase, followed where preserved by the entry RE and 
inumeral. RE, like AU and DU in 709, is presumably 


ka-[ 

ko-ra [ 

ke-ko-jo [ 

ai-SO-ni-jo RE [nn] 
5 0-pe-ra-no-ro RE 70L 


inf. mut. 


2. ko-ra: if genitive, this must be a feminine name, 
such as Khola. 

3. ke-ko-jo: also PY Fn 50.2, where it is a man’s 
name (presumably a BaouXels) in the genitive. 

4. ai-so-ni-jo: if the reading is sound, a man’s name 
also found at PY Jn 261.13, Jn 310.3, Jn 706.11, but 
at Pylos this form is nominative. If all the names on 
this tablet are genitives, this might be from an i-stem 
lisonis. Alternatively, we can accept the theory of an 
optional genitive of o-stems in -o, as proposed by S. 
Luria (Parola del Passato 56: 321-332, 1957); or we 


Ui 709 = It is hard to judge how far this fragment is 
from being complete, but its slight taper to the right 
suggests that little is lost beyond the ends of the 


KU 300 
DU 400f 


ke-po 
tu-me-ne-wo 


1. ke-po: a man’s name on the spice tablets, Ge 
602.5, Ge 603.1, 605.5. Landau (Mykenisch- 
griechische Personennamen, 67) suggests Képos or 
Kébos. KU is used repeatedly on the spice tablets as an 
ibbreviation for ku-mi-no or ku-mi-na (written in full 
it Ge 602.3, Ge 605.2, 3, 4, 6) ‘“‘cumin’’; but in every 
‘ase it is followed by a sign representing a measured 
quantity, the largest amount being v 2, or approxi- 
mately 4 liters. Where larger quantities of spices are 
recorded (e.g. in the Knossos Ga series) the ideogram 
*123 (AROMATA) is normally used to represent the full 
unit of dry measure, so that its omission here may im- 
ply that AU has a different meaning in this case. If 
the figure of 300+ represents full units of cumin, it 
would be equivalent to about 36,000 liters, an astonish- 
ing amount even for the royal household of Mycenae. 
Che largest figure found with */23 at Knossos is 100 
(Ga 5021). If KU is not cumin, there is no clue to its 


Ge 
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an abbreviation, though it must be borne in mind 
that not all syllabic signs used ideographically to 
represent a commodity are abbreviations of known 
Greek words (e.g. N/ = ‘“‘figs,”” SA = “‘flax’’). RE 
is not so used in any other I.inear B text, but it 
appears in Linear A (HT 270). 





can suppose mere carelessness of the scribe in dropping 
the repeated -jo, or in substituting nominative for 
genitive. 

5. o-pe-ra-no-ro: Opheldnoros, genitive of the man’s 
name Opheldnér, which occurs in the dative on Oe 126 
and in the nominative at PY Jn 658.9, Jn 725.6. The 
damaged numeral at the end of the line is prob- 


ably 70+. 


numerals; it would then have a shape not uncommon 
at Mycenae, as for example Oe 118 or Ue 661. 





meaning. It is also so used in Linear A (HT 127), 
followed by the numeral 82). 

2. tu-me-ne-wo: the word does not occur elsewhere, 
and the analogy of ke-po in the line above suggests 
that this too is a man’s name, possibly something like 
Stumnéwon, unless it is a genitive. DU is not elsewhere 
used ideographically. The numeral shows three hun- 
dreds in the first column, the lower two overlapping 
slightly, and apparently only two in the second; the 
lowest may be intended to be deleted, leaving the 
reading as 400, but 500 may have been meant. 


V 659 A large tablet, well preserved except for the 
left-hand bottom corner, previously published by 
Marinatos (loc. cit.). The text printed here differs 
from his in line 9, 10 and the edge. It is a list of 24 
persons, some clearly feminine, and in view of the 
expression ‘“‘and daughter’”’ (lines 5 and 6) probably all 
feminine. The omission of an ideogram before the 
numerals suggests that it is not the women who are 
being counted, but something they receive or give. 
The introductory formula is reduced to a single word, 
no doubt clear enough to the writer, but a problem for 
us. The text is closely paralleled by PY Vn 851, 


wo-di-je-ja de-mi-ni-ja 

ma-no a-re-ka-sa-da-ra-qe 

ri-su-ra qo-ta-qe 

e-ri-tu-pi-na_ te-o-do-ra-qe 

0-to-wo-wi-je tu-ka-te-qe 

a-ne-ay tu-ka-te-qe 

pi-ro-wo-na_ ki-ra-qe 

. }-ka-ro ke-ti-de-qe 
‘J-ri-mio-qe 

10 j-ma-ra-qe 


J 


wn 


Nr DO hh bh bh bO bo hb bo 


}-ge 
inf. mut. 
Right edge: 
if | ke-ra-so ki-ra-qe 


i) 


1. wo-di-je-ja: a woman’s name in PY Vn 1191.1 and 
KN Ap 639.3; perhaps Wordieia (*‘Podiea, as feminine 
to ‘Pod:ebs). de-mi-ni-ja: clearly not another woman, as 
is shown by the absence of the copula -ge, which is 
attached to the second word, wherever there is more 
than one name in the line; line 11 must have contained 
only a single name, hence its text did not extend be- 
yond the broken portion. The numeral 1 also prevents 
us from taking it as a woman’s name, unless these are 
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which repeats the introductory word de-mi-ni-ja in 
exactly the same position at the end of the first line; 
but it is not there followed by the numeral 1, and it 
may have formed part of a more explicit heading, but 
unfortunately the top left-hand corner of this tablet 
is missing and all else is lost. In the Pylos text some 
of the names, which are male as well as female, appear 
to be in the dative (e.g. e-po-me-ne-we, 0-to-wo-we-1, 
[te ]-gi-ri-jo-ne). In the Mycenae text the nominative 
is guaranteed by tu-ka-te (lines 5 and 6) = thugateér. 
The Pylos list is also distinguished by check marks. 





the two names of one woman; but there is no satis- 
factory parallel for this, and the word recurs in the 
same position in PY Vn 851.1. The phonetic shape of 
the word leads inevitably to the Greek word déuna 
““‘beds.”’ If this interpretation is correct, perhaps this 
is a list of people who had to be provided, for whatever 
reason, with accommodation overnight. The pairs of 
names can hardly imply that these women shared a 
bed, since the numeral 2 is entered against each pair. 
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Che original sense of déua is uncertain, but it may 
1ave been bedding, rather than bedstead. 

2. ma-no: also Fo 101.2, where in default of evidence 
it was taken as a man’s name (Mycenae Tablets IJ, 
107). Presumably rather a feminine in -w: Mand. The 
same spelling in Fo 101 may represent dative Mandi, 
since other entries there are certainly datives. There 
are incomplete names in -o in lines 8 and 9, and ke-ra-so 
on the edge. a-re-ka-sa-da-ra-ge: Alexandra qe. Each 
pair is, according to the normal Mycenaean custom, 
coupled with postpositive -ge. For the name cf. a-re-ke- 
se-u (KN Dw 1156) = Alexeus, a-re-ki-si-to (Kn So 
0433, PY Vn 865.5) = Alexitos. It is hardly possible 
any longer to assert that ’AXégavépos is a mere helleniza- 
tion of a barbaric AlakSandu§. 

3. Two names not previously recorded ; the first at 
least has the appearance of not being Greek. The whole 
list is a curious mixture of Greek and non-Greek 
names. Bennett points out that go-ta-ge appears to 
have been written over a deleted name beginning ko; 
and the numeral may have been changed from 2 to 1 
and then back to 2. 

4. e-ri-tu-pi-na: Bennett reads traces of signs under 
e-ri- as go-ta; this suggests that the correction of line 3 
took place when the scribe had reached this point. 
te-o-do-ra-ge: Theodora q’e. Names beginning Q¢o- are 
remarkably rare in Mycenaean ; the only other example 
is te-o-po-[ PY An 39.rev.9, cf. Landau, Mykenisch- 
griechische Personennamen, 212. 

5. 0-to-wo-wi-je: cf. o-tu-wo-we, a man’s name, PY 
Jn 658.7, dative o-to-wo-we-i Vn 851.9. Masculine 
names in -e are known in Mycenaean (Landau, Joc. cit., 
175), but it is hard to find a parallel for a feminine 
ending of this type; cf. however ke-ti-de in line 8 of 
this tablet. Possibly a non-Greek name, which had not 
been assimilated into a Greek declension. tu-ka-te-ge: 
thugatér q’e ‘‘and daughter.’’ The word is already at- 
tested at Mycenae in the dative: tu-ka-te-re Oe 106.2; 
see Mycenae Tablets II, 110. 

6. a-ne-d2: also Fo 101.1; we can now be sure that it 
is a personal name despite Bennett’s doubts (Mycenae 
Tablets IT, 97). It is, however, like ma-no apparently 
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feminine, so the identification with Aineds must be 
abandoned: cf. Mycenae Tablets II, 107. 

7. pi-ro-wo-na: probably a compound of Philo-; the 
name would be less offensive if the second member were 
derived from dvos rather than olvos. ki-ra-ge: the same 
word occurs on the edge, and the analogy of tu-ka-te-ge 
repeated on lines 5 and 6 suggests that this too may 
be a common noun rather than a name, though it is not 
impossible that two women bore the same name; their 
partners would have been sufficient to prevent con- 
fusion. Possibly gil/a ‘female infant,” a word surviving 
into classical Greek only in the compound veoy:Adds 
and in names such as TiAdos, Tidus. 

8. ke-ti-de-ge: presumably another feminine in -e, 
like o-to-wo-wi-je (line 5). 

9. ]-ri-mo-ge: Marinatos read |-pi-mo-ge; but the 
straight edge in the break to the left of the two upright 
strokes is too far spaced to be part of the same sign. 
The form of 77 in lines 3 and 4 fits well with the traces 


preserved. 
10. |-ma-ra-ge: Bennett prefers the reading |-ma- 
ta-qe. 


11. A small trace of a sign at the break could per- 
haps be ]-ga or }-*82. 

Edge: Since the bottom of the tablet is broken, 
though little appears to have been lost, the beginning 
of the inscription on the edge may be missing. The 7 
is followed by what appears to be a divider, but there 
are two upright strokes, and it is hard to reconcile them 
with a reading. Perhaps they are both accidental; the 
lines ruled on the face occasionally obtrude on to the 
inscribed edge. A definite hasta stands yet further to 
the right, and the traces preserved of the top might be 
reconciled with a form of *22. The straight edge of the 
damaged section to the right of this sign suggests a 
possible numeral 1. If so, we have here another 
woman's name, not paired, making the preserved total 
25. ke-ra-so: Marinatos read ke-ra-mzi, but the left-hand 
vertical stops short of the base, and so is certain; cf. 
the so (*12) of hand 55 (Mycenae Tablets II, 92), 
though here the crossbar is single. The name recurs on 
Fo 101.4; probably Kerasé, cf. Képacgos. 
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V 662 A list of men’s names, each followed by a 
large number. In lines 1 and 2 the hundred was 
probably followed by some tens. Only three lines were 
ruled, the remainder of the tablet being left blank; 
there would have been room for about another 7 lines. 


qa-ra-we-ta 100 

ma-ri-ti-wi-jo 100[. 

sa-mu-ta-jo 130 
vacat 


1. ga-ra-we-ta: the suffix -we-ta is found in sa-nu- 
we-ta KN Db 1227 and ko-ma-we-ta (not a name?) 
KN B 798.5; but in tu-we-ta PY Un 267.2 = Thuestdai 
it is not a suffix. There is no obvious identification for 
this name. 

2. ma-ri-ti-wi-jo: certainly a man’s name in the 
dative case at PY Cn 40.7; also found at An 594.1, 
KN X 1461. 

3. sa-mu-ta-jo: Samuthaios? a man’s name in KN 
L. 520.3, PY Jn 389.4, Vn 865.3. 


Wt 700 


It is by no means certain whether or not this sign 
is to be regarded as a variant form of *190 (see p. 57). 
It differs in having extra strokes at each side and 
apparently one at the top. Possibly the difficulty of 
writing over a seal-impression accounts for its rough 
execution; but its identification with *1/90 must for 
the present remain doubtful, though its association 
with the Oi tablets favors this. 
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X 707 There is no means of classifying this poorly line 2a is not found on any other Mycenae tablet, 
reserved fragment. Though coming from the Citadel though familiar from Knossos and Pylos; as fre- 
louse, it cannot be restored so as to give words found quently, it appears to have been added after the clay 
m tablets of the Oi class, and its structure appears to had begun to dry. Each line is divided into two 
be quite different. It was found about 6 m. away from __ registers. 
the nearest tablets in the Oi group. The check-mark in 


sup. mut. 


la ] vacat [ 
1b 1 ti-ri-ta wa-[ 
2a .. Jnel . Jde x [ 
2b jkaL . Jnof 
3a jwa-de vacat [ 
3b jde-ja_ pe 


inf. mut. 





1b. ti-ri-ta: possibly tritad (feminine) ‘‘third,”’ but in 

default of context speculation is vain. 3b. No sign is legible immediately after pe, but the 
2a. Bennett suggests Jne-jq-de. next sign has a top which resembles sz; Bennett sug- 
2b. Bennett prefers |de for the last sign preserved. gests the word may be pe-ru-si-nwa; cf. Ue 652. 


Z 664 (See fig. 49, p. 57.) 


® >" 


This stirrup-jar, found in Room 5 of the West the area preceding the two signs legible is badly 
House, closely resembles that found in 1952 by the _ blackened by fire, and it is not clear whether the word 
Poros Wall, and published as Z 202 in Mycenae Tablets is complete or not. ka-mo occurs as a man’s name at 
II. Unlike some of the other jars, which have inscrip- Knossos (As 604.1); or if incomplete it might be the 
tions close to thé spout and handles, in both these cases end of a name such as I]\éxayos or Eivyauywr. There is 
the inscription is painted in elegant script below the nothing to suggest a likely restoration, and speculation 
two horizontal bands of paint encircling the jar. Here _ is unprofitable. 


jka-mo 




































































NOTES (1961) ON THE PALAEOGRAPHY OF THE MYCENAE TABLETS 






EMMETT L. BENNETT, JR. 


Institute for Research in the Humanities, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 


THE discovery of new texts, whether on the Citadel 
of Mycenae or in the houses outside its walls, pro- 
vides an excellent opportunity for a re-examination of 
the conclusions reached in the earlier publication 
(Mycenae Tablets II, 89-95). Those conclusions may 
now be extended by the indication of signs newly 
found or recognized in the texts from Mycenae, ex- 
tended and in part revised by the addition of new 
hands to be distinguished. The results of this recon- 
sideration of the palaeographic evidence of the texts 
must again be taken as tentative, for many other 
reasons, but particularly because the work has been 
done from photographs and without benefit of autopsy. 

The signs now appearing for the first time in texts 
from Mycenae are 23/mu, in V 662.3; 43/ai, not very 
legibly or certainly in Ui 651.4; a possible example of 
65 in Au 653.5, though Bennett thinks a reading 
73/mi is equally possible, since the sign is mutilated 
in any case; one or two possible examples of 68/ro» 
in Ge 603.1, .2, if other readings are not to be pre- 
ferred; an improbable trace of a sign in V 659.11, 
which might have come from an example of 8&2, 
though Chadwick with proper caution hesitates to 
recognize it; the ideogram 120/GRANUM in Eu 654.3; 
the ideograms 126% and 126°, identified by Chadwick 
as CYPERUS + KU and Cyperus + O (i.e. 125 + KU, 
125 + O) in Ue 652.3; the variant of 131, 131°/‘‘must”’ 
in Ue 652.r1; the ideogram 190, distinguished by 
Chadwick from the similar 138, in Ue 661.1; and the 
compound ideographic signs 192/*155 + NJ and 
193/cirCcULUS + NIJ, seen for the first time in My- 
cenaean texts in Ue 661.1 and .2. 

Forms of signs notable in themselves, apart from 
their contribution to the identification of hands, are 
06/na in O1 701.5, 51/du in Ui 709.2, the possible 
68/roo in Ge 603.2, 72/pe in Oi 701.5, 85 in two differ- 
ent but related forms in the same word, written by 
the same hand, in Au 653.4 and Au 657.2, and the 
form of 111/v, which deserved mention in Mycenae 
Tablets II, in Ge 603.1. 

The suggestion made earlier (MWycenae Tablets II, 
91), that there was no likelihood of a single scribe’s 
work being found in two different houses (even though 
they may have been adjacent), makes it reasonable to 
begin by considering separately (a) the hands found 
on the Citadel, (6) the hands found in the West 
House, and (c) the hands found in the House of 
Sphinxes, where we may compare the new text with 
those found in 1954. As a second step we may compare 
the hands found in the houses outside the walls, the 
Oil Merchant’s House, the House of Shields, the House 
of Sphinxes, and the West House, especially since the 


persons named in the texts of the latter are certainly 
contemporary with, and partly identical with, those 
named in texts from the House of the Oil Merchant. 
We might finally compare the hands of these houses 
with those distinguishable in the Citadel, to see 
whether any difference significant of different ages or 
of different kinds or sections of the Mycenaean 
economy might be observed. 

Two hands were-formerly distinguished among the 
inscriptions of the House of Sphinxes, and the possi- 
bility was left open that the tablets lett unassigned 
might properly be given to still other hands. The re- 
examination suggested by the addition of a new in- 
scription has made necessary some modification of this 
statement, and of the description of the hands to be 
distinguished. 

It would be easy, and perhaps advisable, since the 
new text, MY Ui 709, is different in content from the 
others of the House of Sphinxes, to leave it unassigned, 
and simply to record the forms of signs which are 
sufficiently distinctive to warrant notice. However, 
the handwriting of 709 is at least somewhat like the 
hand identified as no. 57, and shows sufficiently few 
peculiarities, so that we may suggest enrolling it with 
hand no. 57. 

Within tablet Ge 603 it can now be seen that there 
are in fact two hands represented, and the old hand 
no. 58 must therefore be split up into two parts. 
Ge 604 is written wholly in a single hand, and will 
remain as the nucleus of the new hand no. 58a. To 
this same hand may still be attributed the bulk of 
tablet 603, but not the whole. In 603.1 there is an 
erasure at the left, extending at least to the KO if not 
farther. This is different from the erasure of the earlier 
ruling, whose now vertical traces can be seen in many 
places, and which sometimes make apparent modifica- 
tions of the signs subsequently inscribed. Beneath 
ke-po there are clear traces of unidentifiable signs 
erased, and not merely traces of the ruling. The word 
ke-po, the ideographic KO, 123/AROMATA and _ its 
quantity, and the items ka-na-ko and ka-ra-to at the 
right of line 1, and all items to the right of KO T 2 in 
the succeeding lines (and probably the reverse of the 
tablet) are plainly in the same hand as 604, i.e. hand 
no. 58a. The initial names of lines 2 through 6, the 
signs KO and T, if not the quantity 2, possibly the 
erased text of line 1 at the left, and probably the 
present text in the middle of line 1 from ka-na-ko 
re-u-ka through . - . -ge 20, are in a different hand, 
which we may now call hand no. 59, the original hand 
of Ge 603. The differences which now make the dis- 
tinction of the two hands apparent include the forms 
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of 44/ke in lines 2, 4, 5, 6 as against 603.1, 604.1.3.4.5; 
of 61/o in lines 2, 3 as against 604.1.2.3.4; of 60/ra in 
line 4 as against 603.1 ad fin., 604.1.3.4; of 01/da in 
line 4 as against 604.3; and finally 70/KO, 112/T in 
lines 2 through 7 (in their form, but especially in their 
elongation) as against 603.1 (with the inclusion of 
sign /23 significant as well) and ko passim in the parts 
assigned to hand no. 58a. The depth of the stylus 
stroke is also indicative, very shallow for what is 
assigned to hand no. 59, normal elsewhere. 

It seems reasonable to suppose that the general 
sequence of inscription of the tablet 603 involved two 
steps. First, the scribe of hand no. 59 prepared the 
tablet by cleaning off an earlier ruling (if there was 
an inscription it has left no trace), and by listing the 
names at the left, together with the ideogram and 
possibly the quantity for coriander opposite each 
name. This step might be compared with the prepara- 
tion of a blank form, to be filled in with information 
subsequently to be received. But other explanations 
may be found for the change of scribe and for the 
division of labor between them. In any case the second 
scribe continued what the first scribe might have 
completed. But there are complications. The original 
scribe undoubtedly wrote something at the left of 
line 1. But the present inscription ke-po lies over an 
erasure which seems rather like an erasure of some 
of his own text than of some of the original scribe’s 
text. It may then be that this part of the text was 
erased twice and re-inscribed twice. The difference in 
spelling between the present ke-po and the ke-e-pe of 
604, aside from the expected difference of syntax (if 
the reference is to the same person), may be pertinent 
here. One would expect that if the original scribe had 
not written a heading in this line there would be a 
name (ke-po? or some other? or the name ke-po in 
some spelling other than the one the second scribe 
preferred?) followed by KO 112 (2), but no trace of 
this is visible in the photograph. What follows: the 
present KO 123 112 2 seems to be in the original 
scribe’s hand (no. 59), so that presumably that scribe 
did do more than simply to prepare a form to be 
filled in. We may notice that the text is somewhat 
different from the formula of the succeeding lines 
(especially if the erased MJ 20 in line 3 reflects 
a... mi-ta-ge 20 in line 1). Characteristic of the 
hand no. 59 in the appearance of the inscription in the 
middle of line 1 are the shallowness of the incision, 
though this may simply be a reflection of the miniature 
size of the signs, and the forms of 01/da, of 70/ko, and 
of 111/v, which is in this contrary direction the only 
mainland example of a form known at Knossos. If the 
reading is actually mi-ta-ge, the sign 73/mz is 
peculiar as well, or at least quite different from the 
73/mi of hand no. 58a. (The comment on this mz in 
Mycenae Tablets II 81 should not adduce the parallel 
of wo, which is not often, if ever, written backward, 
unless as an element in the composite sign 90/dwo.) 
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Outside of the erasure of M/ in line 3 (and 4 prob- 
ably) there is no trace of an earlier inscription, so 
that all the remainder was inscribed by the hand no. 
58a, and nothing of the original scribe’s text, except 
the beginning of line 1, has been erased. The second 
scribe, then, after a false start at the beginning of 
line 1, made a good start, let the middle of line 1 
stand, completed the end of line 1, and completed the 
longer ends of lines 2 through 6. We may confidently 
assign the inscription and the erasure of MJ 20 in 
line 3, and of A/J in line 4, to the second hand. The 
decision to exclude these notes came after writing 
ko-no in line 3, and probably at the same time as the 
decision to erase MJ, and betore ko-no was inscribed 
in line 4. This seems to be indicated by the spacing of 
[MI 20] AKU in line 3 and [MJ]] KU in line 4. 
Which of the scribes wrote the figures 2 after T in 
lines 2 through 6 is difficult to say, though this would 
have some bearing on the reasons for the change of 
scribe. 

With part of Ge 603 removed from what was hand 
no. 58, it must be decided where to put the hand of 
Ue 611 obverse. It does not resemble either hand of 
603 sufficiently, now that they are separated, to go 
with either. Therefore, we may distinguish this hand 
and call it hand no. 60. 

There is then the possibility, strongly suggested by 
their texts, of putting with this hand the sealings 
Wt 501-507. The principal objection would appear in 
the form of 06/na in 502 and 506, as opposed to 
Ue 611.3. With that exception, however, and as far 
as their condition permits conclusions, the sealings 
are much like the hand of 611 obverse. Still it will do 
no great harm to leave them unassigned. 

The hand of Ue 611 reverse also remains unassign- 
able, for although it is different from all of these hands, 
it is such a small representative of a (rather fine) 
hand that there is no profit from assigning it to a 
hand of its own. 

Within the inscriptions from the West House it 
seems possible to distinguish as hand no. 61 the hand 
of V 659, and as hand no. 62 the hand of Au 657. 
There is almost enough distinctive about the script 
of Ui 651 and Ue 652 to suggest that they belong to 
two further hands, but it is best to leave them, to- 
gether with Ue656 and Ue 663, unassigned. The 
script of the new vase inscription Z 664, like that of its 
fellows, cannot be closely connected with the hands 
which inscribe with stylus in clay. 

Within the inscriptions from the Citadel it seems 
possible to distinguish hand no. 63 as the hand of 
Oi 701, and hand no. 64 as the hand of Oi 702. Pos- 
sibly Oi 705, if it were better preserved or more ex- 
tensive, might justify another hand. But we may leave 
unassigned for lack of evidence the sealing Wt 700 
and tablets Oi 705, Oi 706, X 707, and 708 (which is 
blank). 
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If one takes together the hands and inscriptions 
found within the Citadel and within each of the 
houses, there will be no difference of style of writing 
sufficiently distinctive and consistent to suggest that 
the hands represent either different traditions of 
writing or different stages in its development. There is, 
then, no palaeographic reason to set different dates 
for writing these texts, or to imagine any reflection in 
the writing of possible social, economic, political, or 
linguistic division between the Citadel and the houses 
outside the walls. On the other hand there is no indica- 
tion that a single scribe’s work has yet been found in 
more than one of the houses which have been exca- 
vated and identified as separate complexes. 

The description of the hands (Mycenae Tablets 11, 
91) should, therefore, now be modified by the follow- 
ing amendments and additions: 


Hand no. 51-—the hand of MY 106. List of tablets and 
description as before. 

Hand no 52—the hand of MY 102. 
description as before. 

Hand no. 53—the hand of MY 101. List of tablets and 
description as betore. 

Hand no. 54—the hand of MY 108. List of tablets and 
description as betore. 

Hand no. 55—-the hand of MY 127. List of tablets and 
description as before. 

Hand no. 56—-the hand of MY 121. List of tablets and 
description as before. 

Hand no. 57—the hand of MY 602. [Tablets Ge 602, 
605, 606, 608, Au 609, Go 610, Ui 709]. Description 
as before. 

Hand no. 58a—-the hand of MY 604 [Tablets Ge 603 

in part, Ge 604 ]}—average size ca. 14 X 8.5 cm., 

ruled with a top rule into 5 lines; Ge 603 has been, 
not prepared, but completed by this scribe; in two 
lines of this tablet additional words are written 
above the first without ruling—average height of 
lines 1.3 cm. The comments at the end of p. 91 
should be modified to indicate that hand no. 58a 
represents coriander by KO 123, and makes the 
other indicated abbreviations. It spells as pu-ke 
the name found in 603 as pu-ke-o, and perhaps 
found in 602 as pue-ke. The two spellings ke-e-pe 
and ke-po represent the same person in different 
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syntactical positions, although there remains th« 
chance that ke-po is not the scribe’s original spellin, 
of the name in 603. 

Hand no. 59---the original hand of MY 603 [Table 
Ge 603 in part }—average size 14.8 & 8.5 cm., rule 
without a top rule into 7 lines—-average height o 
lines 2.1 cm. Ge 603 is a reused tablet, erased, anc 
ruled in the other direction, and itself not completely 
inscribed by this scribe. The word spelled pu-ke-c 
corresponds to 604’s pu-ke, and perhaps to 602’s 
pus-ke. This scribe represents coriander simply 
by KO. 

Hand no. 60—the hand of MY 611 obverse [Tablet 
Ue 611 obverse; cf. sealings Wt 501-507 |—ruled 
with a top line—-average height of line 1.3 cm. 

Hand no. 61—the hand of MY 659 [Tablets V 659, 
V 662 ]}—average size 7.3 XK 13.5 cm., ruled without 
a top line—average height of line 0.9 cm. 

Hand no. 62—the hand of MY 657 [Tablets Au 653, 
Eu 654, 655, Au 657, 658, 660 |—average size ca. 
7 X 12.3 cm., ruled with a top rule in up to 14 lines 
—average height of lines 1.1 cm. 

Hand no. 63—the hand of MY 701 [Tablet Oi 701 }- 
average height of lines 1.2 cm. 

Hand no. 64—the hand of MY 702 [Tablets Oi 702, 
703, 704 |}—average size 8 X 7+ cm., ruled with a 
top rule—average height of lines 0.9 cm. 


With the new materials and corrections made in the 
assignment of inscriptions to scribes, the chart of 
forms and hands (Mycenae Tabiets IT, 92-95) is in 
need of correction also. 

The form of the sign 24/ne appearing in the column 
headed 57 on p. 92 should be removed, since it slipped 
there by accident from column 58. There might 
usefully be added to column 57 the forms of 11/po 
from Ge 602.5 and of 81/ku from Ge 602.3, as well 
as the forms of 13/me, 51/du, and 81/ku from the 
tablet Ui 709 now added to the hand. All of column 
58 should be removed, since the forms there are a 
jumble of forms from what are now distinguished as 
hands nos. 58a, 59, and 60. Additional forms might be 
added to the column V for vase inscriptions, i.e. 77/ka 
and 15/mo from Z 664. Additional forms might be 
added to the column M for miscellaneous from tablets 
unassigned to hands, e.g. 26/ru and 48/nwa from 
Ue 652, and 81/ku from Oi 705. 





NOTES ON THE TEXTS IN MYCENAE TABLETS II, PAGES 78-88 


EMMETT L. BENNETT, JR. 


Institute for Research in the Humanities, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin 


TO BRING the publication of the texts published in 
Mycenae Tablets II into agreement with the conven- 
tions for transcription of phonetic signs and ideograms 
recommended at the Third International Colloquium 
for Mycenaean Studies held at ‘“‘Wingspread”’ in 
September, 1961, the following changes should be 
made in the texts and in the index and commentaries. 


Phonetic signs: for paz read ga, in the texts of Ge 603, 
Oe 130, and Wt 508. 
Ideographic signs: for MAN (*100) read vir, in Au 102, 

109. 

for pT (*110) read z, in Ge 602, 603, 604, 605. 

for gt (*J11) read v, in Fo 101, Ge 602, 603, 604, 
605, 606. 

for pM (*112) read T, in Ge 603, 605, 606, 608. 

for LM (*113) read s, in Fo 101, Go 610, Ue 611. 

for DR (*1/15) read P, cited in the index only. 

for oz (*116) read N, cited in the index only. 

for LB (*117) read M, in Ge 602, 603, 604, 605, 
606, 608. 

for TALENT (*//8) read TALENTUM, cited in the 
index only. 

for OLIVE (*122) read OLIVA, in the ligature OLIVA 
+ 7] in Ue 611. 

for CONDIMENT (*1/23) read AROMATA, alone and in 
the group KO + AROMATA in Ge 603, 606, 608. 

for OLIVE OIL (*130) read OLEUM, in the ligature 
OLEUM + WE in Fo 101. 

for WINE (*/31) read vINUM, in Ue 611. 

for WOOL (*145) read LANA, in Oe 103, 104, 106, 107, 
108, 110, 111, 112, 113, 115, 118, 120, 121, 122, 
123, 124, 126, 127, 128, 129, 130. 

for cup read *155, in Ge 602, 603, 604, 605. 

for FIGs read NJ, in Ue 611. 


Au 102.6 ke-re-no is taken as a proper name by 
Meriggi (J testi micenei in trascrizione, p. 83) and 
by Chadwick (Mycenae Tablets IT, 106). 9 The possi- 
bility that o-ri-ko is a proper name is discussed by 
Chadwick (Mycenae Tablets IT, 106). 14 [vir 17] is 
suggested in Documents. 

Au 609.2 Pe-ri-[, Ventris’ reading (letter, 14 August 
1954), should be preferred. There are traces of a 
following sign. 3 Ventris (ibid.) read [. ]-ke-me-no; 
Sq-ke-[. ]-no is a more cautious interpretation of the 
photograph. 1.2 do-u-te-ke-[, with traces of a follow- 
ing sign, should probably be read; it was read as -e[, 
however, by Ventris, Bennett and Chadwick. r.5 
to-so{_ should be read. 

Fo 101.1 A-ne-a2 is correctly taken as a proper 
name by Meriggi (Joc. cit.) and Chadwick (Mycenae 
Tablets II,107). 2 A-na-rq3is suggested in Documents. 


3 We-i-we-sq is a more cautious reading. 5 7u-mi-[ 
is followed by traces of one sign and by mutilated 
space in which no more than two signs might have 
been written. 7 Pe-ta-[ is followed by traces of two 
signs. 9 e-ro-pa-ke-ta is taken as a proper name by 
Meriggi, and by Chadwick (A/ycenae Tablets IT, 107). 
9, 15 Beattie properly points out that OLEUM + WE 
should be read. 12,13 The ruling between these lines 
was erased, and there can be made out traces of a 
text in large signs written and erased before the 
present ruling was drawn to replace it: [[?? to ]-s¢ 
OLEUM + WE[???]]. 

Ge 602.1 To indicate the amount of space missing 
in this and following lines the note of Ventris (zbid.) 
may be quoted: “Broken in two halves which don't 
meet on the surface. We have stuck them together so 
that two points near the back meet, and are satisfied 
we're not more than a millimetre or so out.’’ Palmer 
(Gnomon 31: 432) has suggested a-ro-[ pa, but the 
traces after ro do not fit. Nor could a-ro-pe[, a-ro-pi[, 
a-ro-pol, a-ro-pul or a-ro-pys[ (to fit a compound 
word with the first element a-ro-p-) be read. If the 
spacing is correct, at least two, and no more than 
three, signs (with or without a stop) are missing be- 
tween a-ro-[ and ]-mi-jo. There remain traces of signs 
erased beneath -po-ro or o-po-ro. Whether the erasure 
extends to the left beneath o- is uncertain. The signs 
erased seem from their traces to have been [| ]ko-no]]. 
A stop following [[-no]] may still be preserved un- 
erased to the left of, and lower than, the present stop 
after o-po-ro. The traces of the [[ ]ko-]] are too close 
to the o- to have permitted an original reading of 
o-ko-no[|.. Following pe-se-ro there are clear traces of 
[|sa-sa-ma]], and Chadwick has pointed out that the 
erasure extends under the present text pe-se-ro 
(written in minuscule signs, without a stop after 
j-mi-jo). Following [[sa-sa-ma traces of */11(s)]] 
may survive. Above [[sa-sa-ma]], which is written 
in signs smaller still than is pe-se-ro, there are traces 
which may belong to a second line of writing, parallel 
to those in lines 4,5,and6. 4 ka-na-ko[ isa more cau- 
tious reading, and Ventris’ (ibid.). 5 No punctua- 
tion or distinction in size or spacing divides ko-no 
from a-po-te-1. Ventris’ first reading (ibid.) was 
a-po-pq-zq, his next suggestion (letter, 15 November, 


“¥955) was a-po-te-rq3. 6 On the left, traces of a sign 


71 


suggests that a word of 4 or 5 signs stood at the left 
margin. Space following the traces suggests that they 
are of the last sign. I-09 might be read, though Chad- 
wick doubts the reading. The sign */55 here has 
handles, although apparently both forms are used in 
these texts without distinction of meaning. 






























































































Ge 603 This tablet was inscribed by two scribes: 
the first, writing with a shallower incision of the 
stylus, inscribed the names and KO T in lines 2-7, 
the second scribe all the account which follows in 
lines 2—7. In the first line there is additional complica- 
tion. The first scribe may have written something 
where Ke-po now stands, but there is no trace clearly 
attributable to him. To him, however, may be at- 
tributed the words ka-na-ko, re-u-ka . .. 20. The 
traces of erased signs apparent beneath the present 
Ke-po . . . seem to belong to the second scribe, 
who may have written something there, now unidenti- 
fiable, erased it, and inscribed the present text, com- 
pleting the line after -ta-ge 20 with ka-na-ko, e-ru- 
la-ra . . 1 Traces of erased signs are evident from 
left of the Ke- to somewhat left of AO, but the 
original signs cannot be identified. An alternate read- 
ing may be suggested for the crucial passage, i.e. 
da-rq-r@2 mi-ta-ge, but the more cautious text is 
generally to be preferred to any of the conjectures for 
this spot. 2 I have preferred the new reading e-r92- 
me-na, comparing the shapes of some instances of ro 
at Pylos and Knossos. Chadwick has commented: 
“If e-r0o-me-na is the correct reading, it is perhaps to 
be interpreted as errémenai and translated ‘full- 
grown.’ The exact value of ro2 is still uncertain.” 
4 Erasure before ko-no was noticed in Documents. 
Most probably the erasure of [[MJ 20]] and [M/] 
in lines 3 and 4 was made at the same time, that is, 
after the completion of line 3 and just before the 
inscription of ko-no in line 4, if we may judge from 
the spacing. */55 with handles is to be read in this 
line, elsewhere in the tablet without them. 

Ge 605.2 Beattie sees no trace of kg-ri-[ ja-da |-na 
in the published photograph or drawing (Classical 
Review, n.s., 9: 214, 1959). The traces visible in a 
glossy photograph at 2/3 scale are: the tip of the right 
hand stroke of the bottom of ko, which would indeed 
fit other signs than ko, the two bottom strokes of 
ri, up to, but not including, the position for the hori- 
zontal stroke (a reading no would be excluded by the 
clear absence of a lower horizontal stroke, a reading 
of ke or de, e.g., by the position of meeting of the two 
angled lines), and the right end of the top horizontal 
stroke of ma, which could equally well be a trace of a 
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sign to or di. 3 Beattie sees no trace of the mi « 
ku |-mi-no in the published photograph or drawin 
(ibid.). Ventris (ibid.) read ]ko-no. Visible in th 
photograph is the lower half of the right-hand strok 
of the sign mi, with a curve not impossible for a read 
ing of ko, but not paralleled on this tablet, althoug 
it is paralleled in every instance of mi on this tablet 
4 Beattie sees no trace of the sign w in re-u-Lk 
(tbid.). Ventris (tb:d.) read re-[u-ka. Visible in th 
photograph is the back stroke of u, from just above th: 
beginning of the curve to all but the last sixth of its 
height at the bottom. No other sign fits that trace 
Of these traces most can be made out in the published 
photograph if one has examined the glossy photograph 
first, and perhaps some even without that prompting. 
For the interpretation of traces visible in photographs 
or those. visible only by autopsy, as well as for the 
interpretation of complete signs, the editor of a text is 
responsible. 4,5, 6 These lines are written over erased 
surfaces, in which the horizontal marks of the eraser 
can be seen clearly in contrast to the original surface 
of lines 1-3. The edge of the erased area seems to fall 
to the right of at least the Ka- beginning line 4, so 
that perhaps Ka-e-se-u or some form of that name was 
written there, and the faulty text began with the 
record of commodities which followed it. In line 4 the 
traces of the tops of the signs of an earlier e-ru-[. miay 
be seen in the same place as the present e-ru-. It seems 
natural to connect the erasure beginning line 4 with 
the modification of the spelling from ko-ri-ja-da-na 
to ko-ri-de-da-na which begins in line 4, although 
ku-mi-na yielded to kiu-mi-no, without any sign of 
erasure, beginning in line 3. In line 4 the -u of Ka-e-se- 
is written over a different erasure, later than the 
general erasure of lines 4-6, perhaps of [[wo]]. *155 
with handles is to be read in this tablet. 

Wt 501 Ventris’ reading e-ku-se-we-ge 
November, 1955) should be adopted; cf. 
Eranos 57: 3, 1959. 

Wt 503 Chadwick’s reading ke-ni-qe-te-we (Erano: 
57: 4) is undoubtedly correct. 

Wt 507 Chadwick (ibid.) has suggested that the 
word be read ka-ra/ti-ri-jo, with the se independent, 
or misinterpreted. 


(letter 15 
Chadwick, 
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DwuRING the work of restoration carried out at 
Tiryns during 1957, a vast dump dating from My- 
cenaean times was discovered. All sherd material 
from this dump was preserved, and a portion was exca- 
vated stratigraphically by Dr. Verdelis (’ Apy acodoyixy 
"E@nuepis, 1956, rapaprnua p. 5). Among this material 
were several sherds bearing inscribed signs which have 
been roughly scratched on the pottery after firing. 
There is also one sherd belonging to a decorated pot 
which shows part of a Linear B inscription. 

The signs on the jar-handles (Nos. 1-5) belong 
loosely to the category of the Linear scripts, but taken 
as a whole it is impossible to regard them, any more 
than similar graffiti elsewhere,' as samples of true 
writing. Nos. 1 and 4 will pass as examples of Linear B 
to and zo respectively; No. 2 is a Linear A rather than 
B version of te, but it is in any case a simple pattern 
of four straight lines; No. 3 is a reversed (left-handed) 
form of A and B se. Thus it would be hard to argue 
from these examples alone that the Linear B, or any 
other, script was then in use at Tiryns; but in view of 
other evidence for its use in painted inscriptions, we 
may detect in these signs the influence of the Linear 
script. The variants are neither more nor less sig- 
nificant than modern forms such as MY for N, used by 
children and other semi-literate persons. No. 5 is 
apparently a mere pattern without parallel in the 
script. 

It is remarkable that the orientation of the sign 
with respect to the handle is not consistent. No. 1 has 
the base of the sign nearest to the false neck, and this 
is probably also the position of No. 2, though since 
the sign is symmetrical it could be reversed. Nos. 3 
and 4 have the top of the sign nearest the neck. 
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1. From level KI-2 (the lowest) ; stirrup jar of mediu 

large size. Reading: to 

Unstratified ; stirrup jar similar to 1. Reading: te 

3. From level KI-1 (second from top); possibly fron 
a piriform jar. Reading: se 


Nm 


4. Unstratified ; amphora or jug. Reading: zo 
5. Unstratified ; stirrup jar, smaller than No. 1. 
6. Unstratified; painted sherd from a deep bowl wit! 


antithetic spiral type pattern, date: second half o 
Late Helladic III B, probably third quarter. Th« 
painted inscription seems to have been added im 
mediately after the pot was decorated, since on 
stroke of the single sign preserved crosses an ele- 
ment of the pattern. There are two unusual fea 
tures about this sherd: inscribed jars are normally 
some sort of amphora or storage vessel,? and it 
decorated at all the inscription is in a reserved 
space. There is a trace of the upright of another 
sign to the right of the a; it is impossible to be sure 
. whether another sign stood to the left of it. Read- 


ing: Ja-[ 


The other inscribed jars from Tiryns have been pub- 
lished by G. Pugliese Carratelli in ‘Le iscrizioni 
preelleniche’ Monumenti (ntichi 40: 610.° 

1E.g. those at Mycenae; see Mycenae Tablets IIT, 76, especially 
no. 224. 

2 The painted sherd from Knossos, Z 1715 (Palace of Minos 4: 
fig. 722), is also from a bowl; this is now regarded as probably of 
mainland origin (see Dow, S., Amer. Jour. Archaeol. 56: 106). 

’1 am indebted to Mrs. French for information about the 
pottery used in this note. 








Entries enclosed in square brackets are restorations, those in double brackets are deleted, those in round 


INDEX OF MYCENAEAN WORDS 


brackets are dependent upon division of words written together. 


ai-so-ni-jo 
a-ne-ae 
a-re-ka-sa-da-ra-qe 
a-Si-Wi-JO 
de-mi-ni-ja 
jde-ja 

de 
do-ke-ko-o-ke-ne 
e-ke-ne 
e-ri-tu-pi-na 

iL 

i-jo-te 

i-ku-to 
jo-po-ro-te-ke 
Jka-mo 
ka-na-pe-u-si 
ka-ra-pa-so 
ka-ro-qo 

}-ka-ro 

ka-[ 

ke-ko-jo 

ke-po 

ke-ra-so 
ke-ti-de-qe 
ki-ra-qe 

ki-re-[ 
ko-o-ke-ne 

ko-ra 
ku-wa-no-wo-ko-i 


ku-wa-no-[ 
ma-no 
}-ma-ra-qge 
ma-ri-ti-wi-jo 
}-ma-ta-qe 
mo-i-da 
na-su-to 
}-ne-ja 
}-ne-ja-de 
Jnel 
}-no-wo-ko-i 
}-ne-wo-ko-[ 
}-o-ke-[ 
o-ku-su-wa-si 
o-ku-ta-pi-si 





Ui 651.4 
V 659.6 
V 659.2 
Au 653.5, Au 657.11 
V 659.1 
X 707.3 


X 707.2 (also v.l1.) 
Oi 701.6 
Au 653.3 
V 659.4 


Au 653.7, Ue 656.1, V 659.e 


Au 657.1 

Oi 705.1 

Ue 661.1 

Z 664 

Oi 701.5, Oi 704.2 
Oi 705.3 

Au 657.4 

V 659.8 

Ui 651.1 

Ui 651.3 

Ui 709.1 

V 659.e 

V 659.8 

V 659.7, ¢ 
Ue 656.2 (v.l1.) 


(Oi 701.6), [Oi 703.3], Oi 704.3 


Ui 651.2 


[Oi 701.7], [Oi 702.3], Oi 703.2, 
Oi 704.4], [Oi 705.4) 


Oi 704.4 
V 659.2 
V_ 659.10 
V 662.2 


V 659.10(v.1.) 
Au 657.3 

Au 657.8, Au 660.1 
Oi 702.2 
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